NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2021
Full minutes and newsletter can be read on the village website:
https://www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk Parish Council/ Agendas and
Minutes. If you have any issues that you wish to raise please contact
the Parish Clerk on clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk
It was with deep regret that at our January 5th meeting the Chairman announced the death of Councillor John PriceStephens. John was a retired teacher and long-time resident of Pitsford having moved into the village in the early
70’s first in Manor Road and then High Street. John was a committed member of the Parish Council and the
Neighbourhood Plan Committee. We extend our deepest condolences to his wife, Sue, and family.
Patricia Wilson moved to the High Street in Pitsford from Lancashire in 2005 with her husband Malcolm.
She became a valued member of the community, as a reading assistant to the children at Pitsford Primary, helping
other village members when they were poorly and being an active member of the W.I. She was a well-known sight
cycling or walking up and down the village, her presence often discerned by her infectious laugh. She died in
Northampton General on the 21st January with her husband and children by her bedside. She had a beautiful kind
soul and will be remembered for that and her amazing generosity. She will be missed greatly. Karen ✈
WILDFLOWER ‘RE-WILDING’ AROUND THE VILLAGE: The Wild Bunch
John was committed to this project. Sue Price-Stephens with Steve Arnold are carrying this initiative forward within
the Pitsford community to actively promote wildflower planting. A funding application for Action on Climate
Change has been made to carry out work in the various areas in the village. These areas could attract many species of
insects in decline in the UK due to habitat loss and to attract and feed butterflies and bees and to plant varieties for
beetles, insects, hoverflies. There will be the opportunity for families and children to get involved in planting and
creating various bug hotels and habitats. Education is key and we would like to inspire everyone in the village to get
involved and encouraged to make biodiversity improvements in their own gardens. To create their own
wildflower/pollinator areas which will all connect up to create transport and movement corridors. Specific areas for
bees with nectar rich perennials, and plants where wildflowers are not suitable. The strategy is to get Pitsford
“Buzzing” with many wildflowers around the area. The DDC Environmental Improvement Officer visited Pitsford
and is very interested in following the project, he also made suggestions for additional trees. Once the areas have
been established this kind of project requires only periodic care, 2-3 times a year. Email
pitsfordwildbunch@gmail.com to register your interest in taking part in this great project.
PITSFORD PARISH COUNCIL COUNCILLOR VACANCY
You don't need any special qualifications to be a councillor, all you need is a passion and a drive to honestly and
transparently represent the views and interests of the community and its individual constituents, as well as deal with their
enquiries fairly and without prejudice. A councillor helps to create and keep the community a great place for you and
your family to live and work. 6 meetings a year and the occasional additional planning meeting.
FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT
clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk OR TELEPHONE 01604 880395
CHURCHYARD EXTENSION: Planning Granted: A big vote of thanks to everyone who responded in support of
the change of use of the land to graveyard use. We were up against a lot of conservation considerations and I believe
the support of the community has helped to swiftly discount all of those. The only conditions stated are the height of
the wall and the height of the gravestones.
A very big thank you to the very special volunteers who helped with the November Geological pre-excavation (in
exceedingly cold weather) and January excavation works (not quite so cold). In particular; Colin Bull, Georgina
Miles, John Ross, Eric Daverson, Karen Stead and family, the Holmes family, the staff and pupils of Pitsford School
and Spring Hill Farm: Ruth and Steve for helping us out at short notice and Mark Adams, without whom the costs of
carrying out these works would have been very high. Oh, and of course my ever patient, supportive, Mike, who
never knows what I am going to be doing next. Oh, and of course my ever patient, supportive, Mike, who never
knows what I am going to be doing next.
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Keith Isaacs for his support, Tom Wells for taking photos, and Mark Manning (photographer) for kindly taking aerial
photographs of the site - at very short notice... All the families who visited the site and brought their children to the
Archaeology evening where the children were able to take part in all sorts of archaeological activities.
Sadly, the Primary School activity day was 'killed by COVID'. It was huge undertaking but, between us, we did it!
The next big task is building the stone wall: As a condition of the gift, before the land is donated the wall needs to
be built. The cost of legal fees, ground works and actual building of the wall - up to £23,000. We are seeking grant
funding from anywhere we can. Not many Trusts fund this kind of project. We need your help, no matter how much
you can offer, please, please give something to help us reach the final goal. For smaller donations we have our
Collection Pot: https://www.collectionpot.co.uk/pot/2865/ (gift-aided). Gifts by cheque or cash delivered to Keith
Isaacs 9 The Square or Maureen Holliday, Pitsford Farmhouse, Church Lane. To pledge much needed larger
donations please email maureeneholliday@runbox.com . Come on folks, please help us to complete this project and
continue the history of the village by donating something, anything…. The community previously managed to raise
£5,000 to pay for the fencing to reinstate the footpath (Grange Lane to Manor Road). We can do this…. Please help
us today, please don’t delay..
REDUNDANT LAPTOPS AND DEVICES: There was an excellent response to the cry for devices to help
children in the community and the Primary School to work from home. If anyone still has unwanted IT lying around
it will be needed by someone, somewhere, also if there are any other/older children who need help please contact
Maureen Holliday 01604 880395. Georgina Miles also received devices that are being put to good use.
COPYING/PRINTING NEEDS: A Mum has offered to help Home Schooling parents with printing needs. The
Parish Council can also help with any copying/printing. Contact the Clerk: clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk
PITSFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: Consultation Period to 15th February 2021. The Neighbourhood Plan
Group are consulting on the draft Pitsford Neighbourhood Development Plan. For the Pitsford Neighbourhood Plan
to be a successful and meaningful document we need the whole community of Pitsford to get involved.
Read/download a copy of the Consultation document by going to the website: https://www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk
and select the Neighbourhood Plan tab. There is a response form and email address if you have any questions.
HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 2021: Pitsford Housing Survey (HNS) needs to be updated. This is beneficial to
ensure that any housing coming forward meets needs identified in the HNS. Residents will have received a letter
with guidance for on-line submission. Copies of the paper survey will be provided on request for residents unable to
access the survey on line. Start date of 1st Feb until 1 March. If you need a paper copy call DDC on 01327 871100
or ask the Parish Clerk
Please complete the survey even if you have no specific needs.
PITSFORD QUARRY:
A Boughton and Pitsford Local Liaison Group meeting has been requested by County Cllr Judy Shephard
following contact from a local resident concerned about soil removal and HGV movements leaving/entering Pitsford
Quarry.
Mud on the road. This complaint has been reported to Highways Control contact on 0300 126 1000 between
8:00am and 6:00pm Mon – Fri and on 01604 651074 outside of these hours.
THE COVID-19 Household Winter Support Scheme is available to help households, especially those with
children, who have been affected by the coronavirus pandemic and are struggling to stay warm and put food on the
table this winter. There are many reasons why a household may be struggling; this scheme is intended to provide
one-off assistance to help families with their essential bills.
The welfare of our residents will always be our top priority. If you, your family, or your household needs support
over the winter, please do not hesitate to reach out to us and we will do our best to help.
For more information -Community Resilience Support Line 0300 126 1000 option 5
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates.
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ROAD SAFETY: We have benefitted from £3,400 Police Safer Roads funding for the new smart Speed Indication
Device (SID) in Moulton Road, this should be installed in about 10 days. It records downloadable data to the same
accuracy as a police radar gun would and records the number of vehicles and speed from the opposite direction too.
There is a lot going on behind the screen as it will flash at you to slow down: 05 – 20mph Green Speed and Green
Smiley face. 21 – 25mph Red Speed and Red Sad face. 26mph + TOO FAST (no speed displayed).
The new 20mph limit (not enforceable) between Stable Lane and The Chase will not be road signed until Highways
can carry out the repairs to the roadway (26 Apr - 30 Apr 2021) however, there is nothing to stop the setting up of the
new SID to respond as if it is in place.
It was agreed by all parties that the old SID sign made little difference to the speed of vehicles entering the village
and through the narrow section. Councillors decided to remove the sign and offer it for sale. Thanks to the
residents who helped the council with the campaign to make our village roads safer.
PLANNING:
Current/undecided applications can be read on the village website: http://www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk/planning
Past Applications: DDC website/planning: (M Venton is the DDC Landscape Officer)
NEW APPLICATIONS :
DA/2020/1072 (Re-application) First floor extension over existing garage. 83, High Street, Pitsford.
DA/2020/1166 Single storey rear extension and front porch (revised scheme) 65, High Street, Pitsford,
DA/2020/1137 First floor extension to front, two storey extension to rear, two storey extension to side, loft conversion
and new porch. Wickets, High Street (Ride Lane), Pitsford.
DA/2020/1163 Two storey side extension and conversion of garage to habitable space. Sedgebrook Cottage, 3 Pitsford
Road, Chapel Brampton, Northamptonshire, NN6 8BB
AWAITING DECISION:
DA/2020/1134 Spring Hill Farm, Pitsford, Construction of new stone wall and gate. Response: No Comment
DA/2020/1103 Works to tree and removal of tree/TPO. 16, Broadlands, Pitsford,
Response: Defer to M Venton
DA/2020/1098 Formation of agricultural track; provision of hard surface to existing agricultural track. Land Off
Pitsford Road, Chapel Brampton (Pitsford Parish), Response: Members noted that the track proposal has been
shortened to cease alongside the hovel. A response to this application was discussed and it was agreed once again to
object to the application on the basis of the lack of need for the track as there is a larger, double-gated access off the
A508 opposite Spring Hill Farm. There is also impact on the surrounding landscape, a very open and sloping site of old
countryside, upon which such detrimental changes are clearly visible. In addition, the speed and volume of public and
business traffic in close proximity to the gateway to the field off Brampton Lane must be recognised.
RECENT DECISIONS:
DA/2020/1063 Work to tree/TPO. The Coach House, Manor Road, Pitsford.
Approved
DA/2020/1028 Change of use of land to form extension to burial ground and churchyard Land Adjacent to All Saints'
Church, Church Lane, Pitsford.
Approved
DA/2020/1062 Work to tree/TPO. Pitsford House West, Manor Road, Pitsford.
Approved
DA/2020/0893 Var of Condition 2 of planning permission DA/2019/0691 Anglian Water.
Refusal
DA/2020/0852 Work to tree within a conservation area. Nethercote House, Manor Road,
Approved
DA/2020/0762 Work to trees within a conservation area. Annes House, Moulton Road,
Approved
DA/2020/0718 Two storey side extension to south elevation and two storey side extension to north elevation.
The Oaks, Moulton Road.
Approved
DA/2020/0654 Two story rear extension. The Copse Broadlands, Pitsford
Approved
DA/2020/0678 Construction of a muck storage building Pitsford Centre, Pitsford Road
Approved
DA/2020/0698 Work to Tree subject of a TPO DA168 Ride Lane, Pitsford
Approved
NORTHANTS POLICE –
Sgt Matt Moore: Daventry Neighbourhood Policing Team | Northamptonshire Police
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I have recently been appointed as Neighbourhood Policing team Sgt at Daventry and wanted to introduce myself,
provide the Councils with my contact details and update you in respect of numerous changes that are planned for us as a
team in the coming months.
I have been a Police Officer for 23 years, a Sgt for 18. and have returned to Daventry, to a role that I am passionate
about. I was a Sgt at Brixworth where I managed the NPT rural team. As such I have a good understanding of the
complex demands and the varied nature of the role.
Inspector Dave Wakeman has just joined us as Sector Inspector. Dave has a wealth of Policing experience behind him
and is already proving to be instrumental in key developments of the team.
Most importantly we will be seeing a recruitment of an extra 4 Officers to Daventry LPA, effectively doubling our PC
resourcing. This will allow us to change the way that we allocate geographical areas to specific Officers and PCSO’s.
This will be of real benefit to us all and will allow NPT Officers to really get to know the communities that they Police
and have the local knowledge to deal with those issues. Full details will be shared with yourselves when this is finalised,
hopefully around summertime.
In addition to this the Rural action group is being re-established and will be looking at different ways of identifying and
tackling rural crime.
Potential for the sponsorship of an ANPR camera by Parish Councils. The Police have decided that it is too
difficult to link cameras outside of the national ANPR service into their service. Instead, there is an agreed £1.3 million
investment in additionality to the existing County ANPR network. This will increase the existing camera network of
approximately 120 cameras by approximately another 150. This will provide additional coverage in towns, on the
County borders and in strategic locations across rural communities. This is a huge increase in cameras and the ability of
the Force to respond to criminality committed by those who travel in order to facilitate it.
As there is already ANPR on the A508 the council has agreed to ask for an ANPR sign for the Moulton Road exit from
the village. The additional cameras started to roll out in mid-December, and we hope that they will all be in place and
operational by spring 2021.
PCSO Paul Miller: In the interests of Data Protection Paul has been
instructed that he cannot respond to issues unless they have been reported on
101 or on https://www.northants.police.uk . He, or another officer may then
be assigned to the incident. It is most important that reports are made to 101
as it enables the Police to link incidents and crimes.
Paul reports as follows:
The Police are adopting a much stricter approach to COVID-19 breaches in
this lockdown. Many fines have been issued and fines for other offences being committed at the time. Crime report:
21000044638 – Burglary Non-Dwelling- Moulton Road Pitsford – Between 18/01/21 18.30 and 19/01/21 07.30
Unknown offender(s) have gained entry to premises by forcing open main front door. Once inside offender(s) has
entered kitchen area and stolen some food items.
21000050446 – Theft from Motor Vehicle – High Street, Pitsford. 22/01/21 13.30 and 18.00 Between stated times
unknown person(s) have used unknown instrument to steal IP’s Catalytic Converter. (reverse park your car against
the garage doors so they cannot operate a jack)
21000055452 – Theft – Harborough Road, Pitsford. Between 23/01/21 14.30 and 26/01/21 11.30
Suspect(s) unknown going into field that is owned by the victim – The field is easily accessible by climbing the
locked gates. Suspect(s) have removed 4 x Bee Hives. Nothing was seen or heard.
Paul’s advice is that people should think to fit alarms, cameras and check that car and house doors are locked.
Operation Snap:
Motorists snapping dangerous driving sees results: Drivers and cyclists are being encouraged to submit dash-cam
footage of driving offences to Northamptonshire Police, as part of a recent operation set up to help to keep our
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county’s roads safe. Operation Snap allows members of the public with a dash-cam in their vehicle to easily report
driving offences in Northamptonshire, by filling out a form and uploading video evidence. PC Dave Lee of the Safer
Roads Team said: “Operation Snap enables us to take action on driving offences we otherwise wouldn’t see. It’s
important to remember we examine footage for evidence of offences by all parties, so please don’t break the law in
order to report someone else to us, or you could be prosecuted too.”
The Force has received 126 submissions since the scheme was set up in October 2019, of which action could be
taken in 60% of cases. Find out more at: www.northants.police.uk/OpSnap
Northamptonshire Police is now on eBay, a Force eBay account has been set up to dispose of suitable property
aiming to generate income in disposing of some of the 110,000 items of stored property that is seized each year –
either as potential evidence in an investigation, recovered stolen property, or even valuable items removed for safe
keeping such as following a sudden death. The Force must ensure all such property is properly managed and
recorded. A new role has been created – Evidential cash and income generation officer – who will generate income
for the Force from the sale of property whose owner can’t be identified.
A recent review and disposal of property and seized cash has netted the Force more than £47,000, which has been
banked in the Force’s Police Property Act (PPA) fund. This money helps to make up the Commissioner’s Safer
Communities and Safer Roads Funds, which are given away to good causes (such as our new SID speed sign). The
eBay seller account is NorPol101
Investment Fraud: ANYONE can become a VICTIM of investment fraud and the investment market is extremely
VULNERABLE to abuse by fraudsters. Common Investment Scams include binary options, share sales, wine
investments, land banking and carbon credits commonly used by fraudsters to target potential investors.
Many people have lost their entire LIFE SAVINGS to investment scammers.
What you Should Know: Scammers will COLD-CALL you by telephone and try to sell you investments in
emerging markets. They often claim will lead to financial gains above the rates of established investments like ISAs
but, in reality the item offered may not exist or is worthless.
An EMERGING investment fraud is PENSION LIBERATION, also known as 'pension loans' and 'pension scams'.
This is a transfer of a scheme member’s pension savings to an arrangement that will allow them to access their funds
before the age 55. Be Wary of any Investment Company Cold-Calling You—They May be Fraudsters.
Vaccine Fraud: Fraudsters are sending out fake texts offering a Covid vaccine in an attempt to steal personal and
financial information, police have warned. The text offers a link to an "extremely convincing" fake NHS website
where people are asked to input their bank details to register for a vaccine.
They also say cold callers are asking people to pay for the vaccine over the phone. The Vaccine is FREE
HIGHWAYS CONTRACT WITH NCC The Highways contract with KierWSP was due to expire in spring 2021.
A competitive procurement process is underway to procure highways services for the two unitary councils. A
decision has been taken to extend the KierWSP contract to autumn 2021, when the new contract will be awarded. If
KierWSP is not the new contractor; the new contractor will be responsible from spring 2022.
ANGLIAN WATER RESILIENCE PROJ UPDATE: (Council have requested drain clearance & road sweep)
We recently completed the electrical install and are working towards bringing the site into use (commissioning).
We are now working on making the final pipework connections and are starting to clear the site. Traffic movements
recently should have been contained to vehicles taking a few cabins, machines and fittings away.
Please be aware that vehicle activity will increase when we come to remove plant, surplus materials, skips and other
machinery.
The final road reinstatement (including filling the potholes in Grange Lane) is weather dependant but should be
complete in line with the completion of our scheme.
The car park finish surfacing has been laid and is now complete. Installation of the chain link fence will now follow.
We expect to be able to open the car park up to residents/ visitors by the end of February. However, until then, the
area will need to be used for loading materials plant and machinery.
Ongoing maintenance and drainage issues will be continued to be looked after by the operational manager on site.
Overall construction work should be completed by the end of February.
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Additional information and request - Update
In a catch-up with the project manager and construction manager they have informed us that we recently laid the
pipes across from the car park around the WTW. As it’s winter and has been particularly wet; this area is still very
soft and needs a good summer to recover, dry, grass to re-grow. There is no official footpath across this field, but
people do walk in and across the field to get to the path around the Reservoir. Please could you kindly ask
residents to avoid using this area where possible for their health & safety as we do not wish anyone to slip, trip
or get stuck.
We will speak with the Recreation manager and arrange for signs to be put in place to combat this.
FOOTPATHS/ HIGHWAYS/ FLOODS: Northants Highways no longer have Warden Scheme’s since
StreetDoctor came into operation. If you have anything to report on a footpath, road/potholes (🤣), flooding etc.,
please report on-line by searching “StreetDoctor Northamptonshire” or ;
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/roads-and-streets/Pages/reporthighway-problem.aspx
REMINDER FROM HIGHWAYS – Please cut back overgrowing hedges and shrubs
Currently, farmers and landowners are prevented from trimming hedges during the six months, between 1 March and
1 September to protect nesting birds as part of legislation. We are now approaching March.
The Parish Council receive complaints about overgrowing hedges from members of the public. Some complainants
report directly to Highways. The main concern is the narrowing of the footways/roadways caused by the overgrowth
forcing walkers to walk on the road and the fear that an accident will happen. In places it is impossible to walk
along the footway with a pushchair in the summer or when vehicles pass where there is no footway. May we
respectfully ask everyone to arrange to have your hedges and vegetation cut back so that it is in line with the legal
curtilage of your property. Highways always prefer that in the first instance a softer approach via the Parish
Council may be more welcome than a formal, legal, notice from Highways.
HIGHWAYS – NO PARKING ON GRASS VERGES: Highways have asked that people do not park on their
verges. In many situations there will be utilities underneath the grass. Any repairs may fall to the car owner.
KEEPING PITSFORD TIDY:
Litter picking is a DDC remit not the Council unless we arrange an organised event along with DDC and volunteers
will be covered by insurance. Everyone can help to keep the village tidy:
A big thank-you to the impulse litter pickers, including 9-year-old Shyla who was so keen she was also out on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day...
•
Take a bag with you when you go for a walk & pick up any litter you see
•
Keep the area in front of your house free of weeds and rubbish
•
Report anyone you see dropping litter or fly tipping
•
Help your neighbour if they cannot get out to do their tidying
•
Cut back overhanging trees or bushes – especially over roads and footpaths….
Please help to keep the village, around your homes and village surroundings looking great.
Other clean-ups and needs: The Parish Council can ‘shout for help’ from the community for the occasions where
something urgently needs to be done. In these cases everyone is covered by our insurances provided they sign up.
JOB WANTED: Asha almost 16, living in Broadlands is looking for a job - ashawt2005@outlook.com
ALL CHANGE FOR COUNCILS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
At our recent meeting the councillors had a report from District Councillor John Shephard confirming that all is being
set into place for the dissolution of the old councils on 31 March. The current Shadow Authority then assumes all
functions of the unitary.
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It is aimed that elections will take place in May. There will doubles be a strong emphasis on postal voting. John will be
offering to continue his services, along with Mike Warren, Dan Cribbin (Moulton). However, Sarah Peck and County
Councillor Judy Shephard are retiring. John has been part of a small team proposing the capital and revenue budget
which he says is realistic and balanced and now out for consultation. Below is a quick
guide to the changes:
Local government in Northamptonshire is changing. The existing system, which has
been in place since the 1970s, is like a three-tier cake. The bottom layer is parish and
town councils which typically cover one village or town. The middle layer is borough
and district councils, which are responsible for things like planning applications,
collecting the bins, tourism, and dealing with benefits. The top layer is the county
council, which is responsible for things like social services, education, and highways.
From 1 April 2021 the top two layers of the cake are being replaced with one layer, known as unitary councils. There
will be two in Northamptonshire: North Northamptonshire Council, and West Northamptonshire Council. Parish and
town councils remain as they are.
West Northamptonshire Council will cover the area currently covered by Daventry
District Council, Northampton Borough Council, and South Northamptonshire
Council. The area contains the towns of Northampton, Daventry, Towcester and
Brackley and nearly two hundred villages and hamlets, including Overstone. West
Northamptonshire Council will be one of the larger unitary councils in England. It
will be responsible for all the services currently being provided in the area by the district, borough, and county councils.
The main reason for replacing the district, borough and county councils with unitary councils is to save money.
Northamptonshire County Council had well-publicised financial issues in 2017 and 2018, which led to a government
inspection of the council. The inspector’s report recommended that creating unitary councils was the best solution.
Most people will not notice any difference, certainly in the first few years of the unitary councils. In fact, great efforts
are being made to ensure that is the case. For example, the lorry collecting the rubbish might have a different logo on it,
but the bins will still be collected. Council services will continue as normal, and any changes will be gradual.
From 2021 you will see three lines on your council tax bill. You will pay an amount for the parish or town council that
looks after your village or town, an amount for Northamptonshire Police, and an amount for either West
Northamptonshire Council or North Northants Council for all the council services it provides. The amount you pay to
each body is set by that body.
West Northamptonshire Council will have 93 councillors, and North Northamptonshire Council 78, who will be chosen
at the local elections on 6 May 2021. Some will be people who have been district, borough, and county councillors
before; others will be new. Anyone over 18 and living in either West or North Northamptonshire can put themselves
forward to be a councillor. The councillors elected in 2021 will serve a four-year term of office and may seek reelection in 2025.
Council meetings are held in public, and all the information, reports, and papers for the meetings are published on the
council’s web site. Councils are open and democratic bodies and are accountable to the people they serve.
If you are interested to find out more about the changes happening to local government in Northamptonshire please visit
https://futurenorthantswest.org/ or https://futurenorthantsnorth.org
The next Census will take place on 21 March. You’ll soon see advertisements on the TV and in
newspapers and towards the end of February a postcard will be delivered to your home to remind you
that the Census is happening. At the beginning of March, you will receive an Information Pack in the
post which will tell you all you need to know about completing the Census form. Remember, you
complete one form per household.
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You can start to complete the form online as soon as you get it, with access code, but you should complete it no later
than 21 March. Please don’t worry about filling in the form. You can get help from the special Census Help Line (the
number will be in your Information Pack, a family member or someone else they trust can help. The Parish Council is
here to help you, too. https://census.gov.uk
Do people have to take part? If you live in England and Wales, you must take part in the census. Census information
helps inform how billions of pounds of public funding is spent. By taking around 10 minutes per person to fill in the
census questionnaire, you will help make sure your community gets the services needed now and in the future.
The Census is historically very important for the information that it contains. It tells of life/families/homes and work in
the village in the past. The Parish Council would like to name the footpath going from Manor Road to Grange Lane.
There is a cross-section of opinion on the names that the path has been known by over the years.
The 1871 Census shows that 9 families lived in cottages in Pudding Bag Lane – there have never been any cottages
along the footpath. Pudding Bag Lane is a dialect word for a cul-de-sac, one way in and the same way out. There are
still a small number of cul-de-sac’s called by this name. St Ives and Leicestershire villages.
Punny Lane or Puddy Back Lane were other names claimed to be known by. Keith Isaacs was
born in Back Street (now Manor Road) – so Puddy Back Lane may not be too far from the truth.
Some have called it Punny Lane because apparently ponies were walked up and down the path.
The naming is still open for discussion.
However, in the meantime, see below a very old map of the village in 1841 showing no signs of
any cottages in the unnamed lane (triangle). However, there were many cottages in what is now,
Glebe Lane (oval) –a cul-de-sac near the bakery.
The lighter coloured buildings are cottages/houses, the darker ones are outbuildings.

DOG FOULING
Whilst most dog owners are caring, responsible individuals, there are still some people
who do not clean up after their pets. There is no such thing as the dog poo fairy. Dog
mess is an eyesore and a health hazard. If you are a dog owner you have a legal duty to
clean up every time your dog messes in a public place.
Reporting dog fouling. PLEASE
report it in one of the following ways:
•
Report dog fouling online to Daventry District Council (DDC) 01327 871100
•
Email DDC at customercare@daventrydc.gov.uk
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DISRUPTIVE PARISH COUNCILS: The recent report of the behaviour of the, now famous, Handforth Parish Council
is not a good example of the good work that Parish Councils do. It is a good example of a dysfunctional council led by a
chairman with a need to dominate. He tried to prevent this meeting going ahead. He suspended their Parish Clerk
because the clerk reported the council to the Monitoring Officer. The Council have had few meetings in the last year and
they have taken all of their minutes off their website. What they cannot remove is the County Monitoring Officer report
which speaks loudly of the long-standing problems they have had. Shameful example of a Parish Council.
https://www.handforth.org.uk/index.php
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