PITSFORD NEWS
August—October 2020

From the Editorial Team…
When we committed to producing a Newsletter for August, it’s fair to say that were weren’t
expecting to have a lot to put in it. With many places closed and socialising limited to zoom
meetings, telephone calls or for those who were lucky enough to be able to get outside,
chatting across the road or over garden fences to friends and neighbours, we weren’t really
expecting very much to report. Well, as usual Pitsford people have come up trumps! Folk
have been working away behind the scenes and our community spirit remains unscathed.
This month’s edition seems bigger than ever and is full of achievements, positive news and
plans for the future.
Our next edition will be in November and we
hope to have more news of events and
meetings that you can enjoy. Our last edition
was only available online and we know that
some people are unable to access the
internet, so this month we are making a
limited number of copies available in the
phone box, the Church and the pub. If you
know someone who would like a paper copy,
please let them know, or even better collect
one and pop it through their door.
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All Saints’ Church, Pitsford
On Sunday 12 July we returned to All Saints’
Church for the first time since 15 March, for a
very joyful new service to give thanks for the
ending of this part of the lockdown. It is the
longest closure of church life in England
since the middle ages – although that was
brought about by politics rather than the
Plague!
Like many other parts of society which are
taking tentative steps back to a normal way
of life, we are being very careful, following
many pages of guidance from the
government and the national church, and
having conducted a risk assessment so that we can keep one another safe while meeting for
worship.
The most important word on any Sunday is WELCOME and this has not changed. Everyone is
more than welcome at every service, but what we can do to express that welcome is a little
limited for the time being, so please bear with us as we wait for the lockdown to ease still
further. We can’t offer refreshments at the end of our services, which are a particular highlight
of our time together as a community and as a family in faith. We can’t shake hands – but we
can greet one another in worship with Namaste, a beautiful and dignified acknowledgment of
each other with hands joined together and lifted up and with a slight bow. We can’t sing aloud,
but we can follow the words and listen to recordings of great choirs singing our hymns.
Thankfully the CV19 virus appears to be diminishing across the UK, but it has not gone away,
and its effects will continue for a very long time to come. In church and in many other places,
we are seeing the wisdom of the military slogan, Adapt, Improvise, Overcome. Doing so can
bring great satisfaction and a sense of achievement, especially when it brings people together
to make things happen, or to make things change for the better. Human beings share some
characteristics with the dogs who are our great companions, such as enjoying routine, doing
things in a familiar way and a familiar place. We like things just the way they are (or were).
The little changes we have made in church are not of eternal significance, unlike the grave
things which have happened to many people at home and at work, and especially those who
have become victims of the virus. But they are small ways of showing us as an older
generation that we can learn new tricks, and actually benefit from them and even enjoy them.
The great discovery for many of us has been a thing called Zoom, software which enables us
to connect our computers to other people’s computers, and to meet face to face online. From
small gatherings to large meetings, it makes it possible to see one another as well as talk. The
General Synod of the Church of England met on Zoom yesterday and there were 403 of us
taking part! It is equally good however with small numbers. A little group of local clergy meet
on Thursdays for an hour, and it is a great way of remembering that there are other people
who care for us, and are happy to share joys and sorrows, setbacks and possibilities.
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I am hoping in the near future to have a Bible Study Group using Zoom. Please let me know if
you would be interested in joining. If you don’t have a computer or don’t know how to install new
software, please let me know, as there are many people who can help to set these things up
and demonstrate how to use them.
For now we must all press onwards and upwards, as the virus abates and we do all we can to
ensure that there is no second wave of infections. It seems that simple measures really do
work, washing our hands frequently, social distancing, avoiding large gatherings, staying at
home unless we really need to go out. Not enough is known about the virus, or indeed how to
deal with pandemics, so everyone is on a learning curve, from home to church to government.
Good common sense appears to be one of the best policies to adopt.

Meanwhile we will all still look out for those who need help with transport, or deliveries, or
finding someone to talk with about anything and everything. In church we are praying for the
emergency services, the NHS, Fire, Police, Armed Forces, the government and its advisers, all
who are working hard to keep us safe and well, and to save jobs and the economy. Above all
we are praying for those who are desperately ill with the disease, and for those who have been
bereaved by it. Please contact me at any time to talk about any way in which you are
being affected by the situation. I hope that by Christmas we will be permitted to sing our
Carols and to do so with even greater joy than ever.
Wishing everyone many
blessings and a beautiful summer.

Stephen
Rector of Pitsford
Cheese and wine fundraiser at the Church summer 2019

Cub and Scout Groups
As we have been in lockdown since March unfortunately there is not a lot
to report. We have had a couple of virtual Cub and Scout camps
attended by some members and a Group AGM all on Zoom.
Moving forward we hope to return to face to face Scouting In September
but it will be very different with only small groups being allowed to attend on a rota basis at any
one time.
We have no dates for the diary planned as yet .
Georgina Miles
07836 555025
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All Saints’ Church Pitsford
- update on progress for our proposed toilet and servery
As you will know we closed our fundraising
activities in December 2019 which were for
the installation of a toilet and servery in our
grade 2 star listed parish church. We have
been waiting patiently for permission from
the Peterborough Diocese to progress these
plans following a site visit in July 2019. This
permission was only received at the end of
June 2020.
We are pleased to now confirm that we have
instructed local architects to prepare outline
plans and provide us with ongoing professional advice/support for the installation of a WC and
servery in our beautiful and historic church.
There is still a considerable way to go before we can obtain the necessary additional
approvals from the Peterborough Diocese for construction works to start and we will keep you
all informed as to our progress.
Closure of All Saints’ Churchyard to Future Burials
You will be aware from previous communications that an application was made through the
Ministry of Justice in January 2019 to seek to close All Saints’ Church churchyard as it had no
further space available for burials, although the interment of ashes could be continued.
On 23rd June 2020 Her Majesty’s Privy Council under Section 1 of the Burial Act 1853 ordered
that burials should be discontinued within All Saints’ Pitsford churchyard, subject to certain
exceptions, namely;
•
In any vault or walled grave in the churchyard burial may be allowed but every coffin in
such vault or grave must be separately enclosed by stonework or brick work properly
cemented.
•
In any existing earthen grave in the churchyard, the burial may be allowed of the body
of any member of the family of the person
or persons previously buried in that grave,
but no part of the coffin containing the body
shall be less than one metre below the
level of the surface of the ground adjoining
the grave.
• In any grave space in which no interment
has previously taken place, the burial may
be allowed of any person for whom, or any
member of the family for which that grave
space has been reserved, with the
exclusive right of burial there.
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Extension of All Saints’ Churchyard
We have been offered the gift of a piece of land adjacent to our current churchyard to allow for
future burials but with the condition that we build a one metre high stone wall around its
perimeter. We have received a range of likely build quotes which suggest a cost in the region
of £20,000 plus.
Our church does not have the funds to meet the cost of this work and there are no obvious
grant making bodies that might provide funding.
We therefore need to consider setting
up a fundraising appeal to ensure that
future village residents have the
opportunity to be laid to rest in their
village churchyard. We will keep you all
informed as to our progress .

Keith Isaacs, Secretary
Pitsford Parochial Church Council

Pitsford Together – Graveyard Extension Project Planning Application
This is an agonisingly, slow-moving, long-winded process to establish if planning permission
would be granted for this need, without which we can go no further. There are still hurdles to
overcome but at last we can move forward having been notified that the report on the
archaeological evaluation excavation has finally been accepted by NCC Archaeology – after a
few phone calls to push them along. The report will form part of the Historic Environment
Record (HER) which is available to anyone researching the history and archaeology of
Northamptonshire.
As only a couple of small items
were found, which have to be
registered to be held somewhere,
that could be at the church once
permission has been given to do so.
However, it was interesting to ‘read’
the below ground history of the area
and identify lost pathways and
tracks. The full report will be
available to the public later.
Maureen Holliday
Prospective area for grave yard extension
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Time to get a bit fitter?
We talk to Owen Jones about getting fit while
having fun: For many of us the last three months

have been an opportunity to spend more time
exercising, whether that was working on our
gardens, walking in the countryside or cycling on
the local roads. For others though who were
unable to get out and about because they were
self-isolating, shielding or busy home schooling
children, and for those who continued working
through the lock down , whether at home or out
and about, it has been more difficult to exercise.
Some of us have also been aware of maybe a
few more trips to the fridge or the snack
cupboard and our clothes getting a little bit
tighter. Most of us though are even more aware
than usual that we need to look after our health
and be as physically fit and as near a health
weight as we can. We have been talking to
Owen Jones about how he can help.

Owen Jones of Queen’s Park Fitness

Owen has always been interested in physical fitness but understands the difficulties that most of us have
in keeping active, especially when we have busy jobs and young families. Owen played a lot of sports,
including hockey and cricket when he was a young man but found this got more difficult to keep up
when he married and had young children. When he tried playing hockey again when his children were a
little older, he realised that keeping up with 20 year olds wasn’t really going to work, so he looked for
alternatives. Owen joined a gym and then took up running while continuing his office job. 5 years ago he
realised that what he really wanted to do was help others enjoy exercise and he qualified as a personal
trainer.
Since then, Owen has been running Queen’s Park Fitness, providing 1 to 1 Personal Training and small
group fitness classes locally. He also delivers bootcamp training for “Be Military Fit” in Northampton and
Bedford, as well as running coaching sessions at Northampton Road Runners, Kingsthorpe Obelisk
Centre. Owen is now offering Functional Fitness sessions here in Pitsford.
We asked Owen to explain what “functional fitness” means. Owen explained that he aims to help each
individual person have the ability to do whatever they need to, on a day to day basis without
discomfort. That includes maintaining the ability to do simple activities like reaching up to high shelves,
carrying shopping and gardening, all the way through for those that want to play team sports or run,
including marathon running. Owen aims to help people keep fit so that they can enjoy their life with
confidence. Our needs change over time and with muscle mass and bone density starting to reduce after
we hit 40, it becomes more important than ever to keep active and maintain confidence in our ability.
Owen offers a range of activities, including bodyweight exercises and others using a variety of portable
equipment, aimed at improving core strength, endurance and balance, in both individual and group
settings.
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Owen’s family are a great example of the different ways that we can keep our bodies fit. Owen has
completed 13 marathons over the last 5 years, he runs 3 times a week, attends two boot camps and
teaches 4 to 5 boot camp sessions a week. His wife is a teacher and practices yoga to keep in shape,
whilst his daughters keep active riding horses and doing all the stable work that goes with that. While
we may not want to do these particular activities, they offer an insight into the different things we might
do keep physically active.
Owen is approved to deliver personal training to the current government COVID 19 guidelines and can
offer 1 to 1 sessions or small mixed ability group training. Whether you have done no exercise or are
already fit and active, Owen can offer you the right level of support and activities to suit you. Adults and
young people are welcome, anyone under 16 must be accompanied by their parent or carer. Everyone
must complete a health questionnaire to ensure the activities they do are appropriate and safe but
Owen told us he has never had to turn anyone away. You just need well fitting trainers and clothes that
you won’t mind if they get dirty! Gloves are useful when working outdoors.
So, if like many of us you would welcome a new challenge and to be as healthy as you can in these
difficult times why not contact Owen and see where it takes you?
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Our roving Pitsford reporter shares some thoughts on life in the village
Dear Fellow Inmates
While out on a meander round our pleasant village and its surrounds with the Major and
his hound, we happened upon a few rabbits and a Muntjac deer up at the quarry. The
Major was blathering on about The Club so fortunately didn’t see them or I feel sure he
would have pulled out the old 12 bore and shot them. Best not to point out nature to him,
especially if it’s currently alive.
Back in the safety of ‘Dunroamin’ nature is secure, unless the sparrow hawk is about,
and I regularly fill bird feeders with prime sunflower hearts and fat-balls, hence a young
Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major) and parent feed there several times a
day. The young one comes alone now and seems to be coping well.
Scarlet Tiger Moths (Callimorpha dominula)
have been abundant this year. Also, their
striking green and yellow caterpillars have
been seen in their hundreds on the pretty blue
Alkanet (Pentaglottis sempervirens) down
Pudding Back Lane this spring. (Local opinion
differs on the name of this path: aka Pudding
Bag Lane or Punny Lane or the non-vehicular
pathway between Manor Road and Grange
Lane).
She Who Must Be Obeyed had a birthday
recently, and as I had run the gamut of
presents such as hoovers, flat irons, and foot
spas in recent years I got her a bat detector
(batteries not included). An unusual gift I
Scarlet Tiger Moth
admit, but we are in need of some late evening
entertainment. Our first evening proved most stimulating, and we picked up
Pipistrelles - Common and Soprano, and possibly Daubentons. Each bat produces
ultra-sonic echo-location calls at a different frequency, so you just dial up the number
required and listen to the variety of ‘clicks, wet-slaps, bubbling and stubble burning’
noises they produce. I was jolly pleased with my gift and I think she preferred it to a spa
weekend break.
Signing off for now as the sun is over the yard-arm. Pip pip.

Rear Admiral Fotherington-Thomas
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News from our community groups and activities
Although the pandemic has curtailed any group activities some of our community groups have
managed to keep up at least some of their activities and others like many of us as
individuals, have taken the opportunity to do some of those jobs that we don’t
normally have time to do. Our community has also been working hard to help those less
fortunate than themselves and to support the NHS and the Carers who continue to do such a
wonderful job, risking their own lives to help others.
Update from the Bag Ladies!
The pandemic brought many challenges to each
and every one of us but it also brought out
unknown skills and compassion in many, including
a small group of women (and 1 man!) who
decided to support our wonderful carers by
making laundry bags. The laundry bags are used
to take uniforms home after work, and are
designed to go straight in the washing machine to
be washed at 60 degrees, with the uniform still
inside to reduce the possibility of contamination
either on the way home or in the carers house.

A little gift from us to you
Handmade laundry bags made from
donations of fabric, ribbon, time and love
and washed at 60°C before packing

Initially a small group of three, made 30 bags
using fabric kindly donated by a Pitsford resident.
We felt quite proud of ourselves, but the bags
were soon delivered and being put to good use
and we were very aware that 30 was a drop in the
Thank you for everything you do,
ocean compared to how many carers there are.
from the “bag ladies”
We decided to keep going and faced with
enthusiasm but no raw materials, we contacted
Radio Northampton for help. Bernie Keith came to
the rescue and Lesley Hamilton made a live ap- sorts of ways, including Sue, who learned of our
efforts through our choir group, and chivvied all
peal on his lunchtime slot.
her friends and neighbours in Woolaston resulting
The donations of fabric, unwanted bed linen, in two enormous bags of donated fabric.
ribbon etc came thick and fast and we set up a
drop off point for donations in our Pitsford Book Many more donations came in from local people
Swap. Lesley also asked an ex-colleague at and further afield including a kind man who
Daventry District Council for help and soon we travelled from Northampton town centre and
had drop off points for donations at Daventry delivered fabric and parachute cord to our
District Council and Northampton Borough telephone box. Chris told us he had been moved
Council offices. More offers of help came from to support our appeal as his granddaughter is a
Brixworth and local drop off points were set up at nurse at NGH. We made two bags specifically for
Chris to give to her and the parachute cord
The Workhouse Café and The Ashway.
proved to be exactly what we needed for the
We welcomed any colour or pattern and draw strings. We were also grateful for the
encouraged folk to raid their airing cupboards for donations of ribbon, some bought specially for us.
unwanted duvet covers or sheets and pillowcases. The ribbon was also used for draw strings and to
People responded Immediately offering help in all embellish the plain fabric bags.
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The overall response was amazing. The donations had to be collected, quarantined and then washed,
the fabric then cut to size, and sewn into the laundry bags After sewing the bags were washed again at
60 degrees and packed for delivery. We added a little note of thanks and importantly the date the bags
were packed and sealed.
We set about cutting and sewing at all hours of the day. Sewing machines were lent and quick sewing
lessons given. With donations arriving daily we would have been overwhelmed without another offer
of help from Brixworth – Angela and a small team of ladies joined our efforts, along with Karen from
Duston who was shielding because of illness, and wanted both to help carers, and occupy herself while
trapped in her house, Margaret from Northampton and Helen, also from Brixworth, who took on the
washing and cutting out, an invaluable help that we couldn’t have managed without.
Initially, the bags were made for Northampton General Hospital, although special deliveries were
made as far afield as Wales to a midwife and team of district nurses, to Stoke Mandeville for a
paediatric nurse and to Birmingham for an ICU nurse, working 12 hour shifts in full
protective clothing. When it became apparent that NGH had sufficient bags the attention turned to
local care homes. One of the first calls made resulted in a request for 78 bags for just one care home!
In total our little army (the oldest member being 88!) succeeded in making 607 bags and along with
some bags that were collected from NGH and delivered on behalf of the already overstretched
hospital staff, the grand delivery total was 887. It was a real pleasure to speak to the individuals we
delivered to, and perhaps especially to the care home staff who were so appreciative that someone
had thought of them and taken time to help them when they seemed to have perhaps been forgotten.
On behalf of all those involved I would like to thank the individuals who rummaged through
warehouses, airing cupboards, drawers etc, bought ribbon, set up donation points and made the donations which helped us to deliver such a successful project in our little village. The biggest thanks
though must go to the NHS staff and Carers – we can’t thank them enough!
Chief Bag Lady!

Face Masks for Sale!

Pitsford Ladies’ Craft Group

Note: Karen, who is still shielding, is now
making adult size face masks which she sells
for £4 each to raise money for the Air
Ambulance Service, who rely on charitable
donations. She has already made £200 and
has a range of fabrics to choose from.

The group are hoping to start the
Saturday meetings on 10th October at
the village hall, until the New Year, this
is likely to be mornings only starting at
10am.
For more information contact

If you would like to buy a face mask please
contact the Editorial Team on the newsletter
email and we will pass on your details.
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Pitsford Volunteers
Since our last update in October last year the world has changed dramatically and I am sure that
you will all agree that the appearance of Pitsford has also changed……. for the better. From the
original scope of 5 areas of the Village we initially concentrated on in 2018, we have moved that
forward now to some 13 areas and we have had a very welcome increase in the number of
volunteers. The areas we are working on now are:
• Millenium Spinney/Community Garden.
• Village Green/Jubilee Green.
• Flagpole Green.
• Common land opposite Flagpole Green on Moulton Road.
• Flower boxes at the entrance of Pitsford on Moulton Road.
• Footpath between Manor Road/Grange lane ( very badly damaged in November due to
flooding ).
• Road sign /Grit bin cleaning.
• Ongoing leaf clearance around the Primary School/Flagpole Green.
• General tidiness around the Tumulus at the entrance of Pitsford from the A508.
• General tidiness/leaf clearance at the entrances of The Chase and Broadlands.
• Litter Picking on the Moulton Road from The Stables to the Fisheries.
General litter picking within the confines of the Village.
Our plan of action in most of the areas we tackled was very simple.
1. Initial clearance/tidying the area
2. Look at how we feel it could be improved
3. Engage with local residents on their view on how they felt improvements could be made.
4. Implement the enhancements
5. Once completed ensure that all areas were continually maintained with a structured
programme and not just become a ‘one hit wonder'.
As we move into summer, our plan is to continue with general maintenance of the areas we are
currently working on plus a couple of new ones and start our planning for winter 2020 and spring
2021. If you have any thoughts on how we could improve any of the areas listed or any other
areas that would benefit from some attention please do contact us.
Finally if you are interested in joining our enthusiastic group please do contact us, no experience
is needed and there is no commitment in terms of time, but you will need to provide your own
tools. Whether you would like to join us for a one off project, to work in a specific area or would
be interested in helping on a more regular basis you will be very welcome. We can be contacted
via: Pitsfordvillagenewsletter@gmail.com

Some of you may have noticed
the refurbishment work done on the bench
on Flagpole Green. We would like to thanks
Rob Bailey and his team
for the outstanding work done here and we hope
many of the villagers make good use of it.
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Firstly, I would like to thank all of those that have donated food and other items for the Foodbank project. Your generosity has been overwhelming. Between the villages of Pitsford,
Brixworth, Guilsborough, Spratton, Boughton and Creaton we have donated over 3700 items! In
total along with other hubs we have donated over 8500 items!
Without your donations that is a lot of food that these families would otherwise have not
received. Unfortunately, the demand for support is on the increase as families are really feeling
the struggle of lockdown. Donations to foodbanks in the supermarkets has gone down too.
As we start to return to some sort ‘normality’ and head
back to work it is easy to forget that there are still people
out there who are struggling. Please, if you can, continue
to donate. It really does make a difference.
Collections points are 15 Broadlands and 61 High Street.
Thank you!
Julia Farebrother

WI
We have not made any plans to start meeting again yet.
If things continue to improve and there is no ‘spike’ in the
virus it is possible we’ll arrange a social distancing gettogether – perhaps in a garden – in September/October
depending on how everyone feels about it. Sandie is
keeping everyone in touch by email.
The relaxing of the rules a little will probably mean most
members’ priority will be to catch up with family first.
Until we do meet again we‘ll continue to keep in touch by any means we can, and encourage
our members to stay safe and keep well.
Sarah Thompson
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Pitsford Village Hall Fundraising
We are unable to serve the Full English Breakfast
as this is still on hold until further notice and until
government restrictions are lifted. We will continue
just as soon as we are given the green light again.
We will announce this on the Spotted Pitsford
Facebook site and we will also place an update in
the Village Hall Notice Box if things should
change. At the same time, we are unable to offer
Cream Teas during August and the Jumble Sale
has had to be put on hold for now. We are going
to fix hand sanitizing dispensers to two entrances
for when we open, as again, that will be
government legislation.
In the meantime, Wendy has been giving the Village Hall a “spring clean” and has washed all
the curtains. We are now in the process of rebuilding the wall at the back of the Village Hall –
we have had to assume responsibility for this as no one seems to be sure as to who owns the
wall – which was falling down – an accident waiting to happen! The ongoing work does come
at a price especially as we are unable to continue with our fundraising for now but it does
seem an ideal time to get things done.
Please telephone Wendy on 07903 511572 or Sandra on 880630 for any updates on this and
keep an eye on the Spotted Pitsford Facebook site and in the Village Hall Notice Box.
Sandra Warner and Wendy Biggs

Pitsford Sportsfield and Pavilion
Whilst the Pavilion has been closed for several months the Sportsfield has been open and has
been used by many from the village and beyond and sadly on occasions abused. The amount of
rubbish left on the field and in the car park despite the availability of bins has been appalling at
times. Judging by press reports we are not the only open space to suffer in this way – a sad
reflection on the way in which the public treat such facilities.
The first signs of normality returning outside is evident from the Football Clubs starting training
in a limited way in accordance with FA and Government guidelines. Matches are still some way
off. Also a ladies fitness trainer has just re-started outdoor fitness sessions on the Sportsfield.
Meetings in the Pavilion have not yet re-started and the Committee need to carry out a risk
assessment in conjunction with our regular hirers to decide when and if those meetings can start
again. We wait to hear when parties will be permitted again, unfortunately a village resident’s
90th birthday celebrations was one of the events that had to be cancelled.
Tony Miles
Chair Pitsford Sportsfield Management Committee
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Pitsford Royal British Legion
Since our last report in March, our programme for the year has been
decimated. We had to cancel the VE Day Parade on 8th May and had
to be content with a flag raising ceremony with just a handful of
people present. Our Golf Day in June was the next to go and that has
been postponed until next June. It is also clear that Garden Party,
scheduled for 26th July, will also be a casualty.
We were hoping to combine VE Day with VJ Day on Saturday 15 th August where we were
going to carry out the parade scheduled for VE Day. This now seems unlikely as the RBL
have banned all parades until further notice. Hopefully, we will be able to do something but at
worst it will be another flag raising where more people who wish to will be able to attend. We
will play that one by ear. Let us hope that we will be able to have a proper Remembrance
Sunday this year on 8th November, but again we will need to see how it goes.
Two positive things that we have been able to do is to make a £1,000 donation to the RBL
care home, Galanos House. They, like all care homes
have had a rough time during the pandemic and the
money will be very much welcomed by them. Also, we
sent a similar amount to the National Memorial
Arboretum to support their valuable work and to be our
recognition of VE Day and VJ Day.
The Christmas tree lighting and carols will still go
ahead, as will our Christmas Party. I hope to have firm
dates by the next issue.
Please stay safe and look after each other.
John Hancock

VE Day flag raising ceremony

MU
There are no plans to restart the monthly MU meetings, but as soon as plans are in place they
will be announced and in the meantime the group hopes everyone is keeping well and safe
through this difficult time.
Ann Eldred
881477
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WHAT A FIND! What treasure is hidden in old attics…
Some years ago when David Valentine of the Old Bakery was still with us he
took me around the old building and we came across a pile of very dusty old
papers, some bearing the name of the Halford family living there at that time.
These included copies of illustrated weekly society magazines, The Queen The Lady’s Newspaper and Court Chronicle 1888/98. The Illustrated London News Christmas
Number 1899, Lady’s Pictorial 1899, all 30cm x 45cm wide and 1cm thick. Also, a collection of
Poultry Weekly from 1888. They are not in first-class condition, but I asked for them should
David ever want to dispose of them. His daughter, Diane, passed them to me when she was
clearing the building. I am sure she wondered why I would want a pile of dusty, crunchy, old
papers. They are fascinating!
Through the advertisements in the ladies’ magazines you see a fascinating insight into the lives
and shopping habits of the ladies of the time and each magazine is aimed at a different level of
income. Stories and articles i.e. ‘Health Resorts in Sicily’, Obituaries, Royal reports in Court
Chronicle, Fashionable Arrangements and Entertainments, Balls etc., Women’s’ Employment.
Lovely pictures of beautiful, delicate, ornate hats, bonnets, hosiery, dresses and shoes.
One of the advertisements – Drummond Road, London S.E.
Madam,
Excuse a blunt question; Have YOU tried the CREAM SANDWICH biscuits? They have
been selling, millions of them. If other people like the taste of them, may you not be missing
a chance? They are a little out of the ordinary run; two layers of biscuit are sandwiched
together with a sweet cream material.
You might at least write for a sample through your Grocer; a postcard would do.
Yours truly,
PEAK, FREAN & Co.
The Illustrated Newspaper for the Home - The Sphere 1900, ‘The Newsletter, London Week by
Week.’ Mostly contains news and pictures on various battles going on at the time, The
Beginning of Lord Roberts’s Victorious Advance at Modder River’ an engagement in the Boer
War. Pictures of the British Expedition at Khartoum and a picture of ‘The Daring Defender of
Mafeking, Colonel Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell “who has made all the world
wonder at the courage, ingenuity, and gallantry with which he and his little garrison have held
the town of Mafeking.”
There is also a 50cm high stack of copies of The Times newspaper dating from 1898 to 1900.
Also a few old books which were prizes won from the village Sunday School and School which I
handed back to people who were related. I will later donate the papers to the Northamptonshire
Records Office to decide where they would best be retained. If you have any old documents,
deeds, plans, historic items that you think should be saved
please consider giving them to the Records Office at Wootton
Hall. Take a copy for your own record but it is very important
that the original record is kept safely to fill in the gaps in our
historic records. If you need any help or advice on this,
please contact me.
Maureen Holliday
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Parish Council Update
Minutes and Agendas are published on the website:
https://www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk/parish-council.html and the village notice board. If you
have any issue that you wish to raise, please contact:
Parish Clerk, Lorna McGoldrick on 07830 969401 or clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk
For all council matters the first point of contact is the Clerk.
Under the current circumstances the Parish Council cannot hold public meetings. Legislation
has been changed to allow virtual meetings until May 2021. Notices will be published as normal
on the noticeboard and the website:
https://www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk/agendas-and-minutes.html
Following the retirement of Maureen Holliday, who has worked tirelessly for the village. We
welcomed Lorna McGoldrick to the Parish Council as Parish Clerk and Financial Officer on
9 June 2020. Lorna is also Clerk to Walgrave Parish Council and Vice-chairman of Overstone
Parish Council. Lorna brings to the Parish Council much-needed planning expertise having
fought tenacious battles with DDC, NCC and other authorities on planning issues in her efforts
to protect Overstone from the effect of the huge developments in Overstone parish. To also
ensure that the Parish gains all entitlement of benefits from the developments.
Update on various matters:
SPORTS FIELD WALL is being repaired as we speak: The contractor was very busy but he
has now begun the repair work.
NEW BENCH in High Street: The bench is now in place. We are looking for suggestions for a
name for it. i.e., VE bench. Send your suggestions to the Clerk.
POLICE: (along with reporting to 999 or 101 it would be useful if you would notify the Parish
Council of any reports you have made.)
Please report any suspicious activity to 999 ONLY if it is serious and it is happening now,
otherwise to 101 or on-line. Please keep an eye open for anything unusual and don’t be afraid
of speaking up.
Daventry and South Northants Neighbourhood Teams would appreciate your time in
completing a survey which will help us understand the types of issues in your area. We review
the areas priorities every three months, often these don't change but by providing us with your
latest feedback we can ensure that we are addressing the key issues raised.
Currently for Daventry Town and Rural Daventry the main priorities are:
Theft of vehicles
Drug supply
For South Northants the current main priorities are:
Theft of vehicles and from vehicles
Drug dealing and misuse
Please click here to complete the survey, which will only take a few minutes to do:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NorthamptonshireLocallyIdentifiedPriorities
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Planning Matters: A lot has happened in the last month.
PLANNING: Current applications, can be read on the village website:
http://www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk/planning
Applications Received – Action: Clerk to register responses
DA/2020/0369 Barn at Moulton Road, Pitsford Alterations to existing access, access way and
parking area to be used to in connection with the proposed change of use of
agricultural building to Office. See PD/2020/0014 approval for change of use below.
DA/2020/0463 Formation of Agricultural track; provision of hard surfacing to existing
agricultural track Land in Brampton Lane, Pitsford Parish.

DA/2020/0387 Conversion and extension of store to form residential annexe. Spring Hill Farm,
Harborough Road, Pitsford
DA/2020/0455 Felling Tree subject of a Tree Preservation Order DA314 Wharf cottage, 29 High
Street, Pitsford.
Large Cypress in rear garden, overlooking the Griffin Pub, full removal of Tree as it is causing
uplift to the pavement.
DA/2020/0457 Work to Tree subject of Tree Preservation Order DA20 The Coach House,
Manor Road, Pitsford
Mature Lime tree adjacent to the front of the property, reduce the crown down to a pollard
approximately 4.5m above ground level.
Awaiting Decision None
Decided:
DA/2019/1089 Old House, Manor Road, Pitsford. Demolition of existing garage/extension.
Erection of new two storey and single storey extensions and a detached
garage with room over.
Approved
PD/2020/0014 Moulton Road, Pitsford. Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building
to purpose within the flexible use class R (for use as an office). Letter submitted to DDC.
Decision:
Prior Approval not req (Agr to Flex)
DA/2020/0036 65 High Street, Pitsford.
Refused but taken to appeal
DA/2020/0027 27 High Street, Pitsford Listed building consent for installation of radon mitigation
fan and associated pipework
Approved
DA/2020/0014 Anglian Water Services Ltd, Grange Lane, Pitsford Remove existing glazed
porch. Construction of first floor extension, new brick porch, new stairs and
disabled access ramps.
Approved
DA/2020/0093 47 High Street, Pitsford First floor dormer roof extension over existing
bungalow including dormer windows, roof lights and side and rear extensions with
elevational amendments.
Approved
DA/2019/0773 & 774 Renovation to The Old Bakehouse and Virginia Cottage High Street,
Pitsford
Approved
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PD/2020/0025 Building off Pitsford Rd Chapel Brampton (Brampton Lane) - Gen purpose
agric. building –
Refused
The proposed siting of the agricultural building in an isolated position away from other
existing buildings in the landscape, would result in a detrimental impact on the character and
appearance of the open countryside, which is contrary to the Supplementary
Planning Document on ‘Design and Location of Agricultural Buildings’ and RA6(viii) of the
Settlement and Countryside Local Plan Pt 2.
SPEEDING THROUGH THE VILLAGE: All areas and villages are complaining about speeding
vehicles. There has been an unusual volume of heavy articulated traffic through the village to
both the waterworks in Grange Lane and to the Leisure Centre (Moulton College) car park
extension and farm traffic. Council is aware of complaints received from residents and
discussions have been held with, and suggestions offered, by Safer Road Team and Northants
Highways. A report is imminent with contributions from all parties.
PITSFORD QUARRY: Following ongoing activity in the Quarry a detailed report from the
Bennie Group can be found here: https://www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk/news.html
"Every year, the first week of June is national Volunteers’ Week"
THANK YOU TO OUR VILLAGE VOLUNTEERS
Our village is fortunate to be blessed with a wealth of volunteers, I am sure you will agree with
us that we value the good work they do. Do you know who they all are?
Village Hall and Sports Field Committees, helpers and others who join in to run the sports
activities for the children. Volunteers at both schools and the PTA. The Church Wardens and
committee members. Mothers Union and WI. Newsletter group. Villageantics. Scouts managing
committee, Leaders and members. British Legion committee. Neighbourhood Plan committee.
Wellbeing in the Community volunteers. People who help at fund-raising events making cakes
etc., People who do other things and are never heard about.
The Parish Councillors are the exception. Yes, they volunteer their time but, having signed their
forms, they have a duty…

Other Reports and Issues:
Save Our Pharmacies:
Community pharmacies and their teams have been faced with unprecedented challenges in
dealing with the outbreak of COVID-19.
Moulton Pharmacy has proven itself to be an invaluable resource on the front line of healthcare,
providing lifesaving prescription services, support, advice and reassurance to patients and their
families when they need it most.
As the Government called for the nation to 'stay home and save lives', they asked pharmacy
teams to show up for work. This demonstrates the value inherent in the critical role pharmacy
teams play within their local communities.
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The Government however, through austerity measures over the last four years has removed
over £200 million of funding, their intention to force 3,000 local community pharmacies to close.
The reality could be much worse.
All pharmacies in England are under significant financial pressure and are indeed on the brink of
bankruptcy. Just recently, over half of all pharmacies in England reported they were
operating at a loss, these pharmacies could risk facing closure at a time our nation needs them
most. What would that mean for our friends and families, for our communities who rely on them
day in, day out? The consequences of pharmacy closures would be unimaginable and we want
to ensure this doesn't happen, but we can't do it alone, we need your help.
Your community pharmacies need you now, as much as you need them. Sign our petition to
urge the Government to rethink the current funding model and invest appropriately to save our
pharmacies.
#saveourpharmacies #signthepetition
https://www.change.org/p/mps-help-urge-government-to-rethink-the-current-communitypharmacy-funding-model-in-england
Summer Reading Challenge for Children
Every year Northamptonshire Libraries deliver the Summer
Reading Challenge, which challenges children to read 6 books
during the summer holidays. It has been proven that children who
don't continue reading during the summer have a lower reading
age when they return to school in September than that before the
summer. You can find out more about the challenge on our
webpage: www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/src
or on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/NorthamptonshireSRC

Useful Telephone Numbers
POLICE EMERGENCIES: 999
Police Non-emergencies: 101
Daventry Rural Police Team: 101
Daventry District Council: 01327 87 11 00
Parish Clerk: 01604 880395 or clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk
Pitsford Primary School: 01604 880866
Pitsford Parish Council: 01604 880395
Pitsford Village Website: www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk
The Rector (Rev. Stephen Trott): 01604 845655
Sportsfield and Pavilion Bookings: Tony 07979 802524
Village Hall Bookings: Wendy 01604 880797

pitsfordvillagenewsletter@gmail.com
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