PITSFORD NEWS
November—January 2020

From the Editorial Team...
As we move into November and December, many of us will be missing meeting up at the
community events that are traditionally held at this time of year. When I first moved into the village,
four years ago in September, I was very kindly invited to join Sue and Edward Rogers at the Village
Harvest Supper in early October. It was my first introduction to a “village event” and I wasn’t
disappointed. I met the redoubtable Ted Barker and was charmed by tales of his fox hunting days
and made all sorts of discoveries about village activities – cycling and walking groups, a book group,
WI, Curry night, Cheese and Wine evening - the list went on.
The food was excellent, everyone was very welcoming, and the wine flowed – in fact I seem to recall
one lady who might possibly have one too many, being a little bit wobbly on her feet and being
taken home in a wheelchair as a precaution. I must confess that I too was quite glad it wasn’t far to
walk home.
This was the first of many excellent village get togethers that I have enjoyed over the last four years
and hopefully there will be more to come. Sadly, this year we cannot get together in the same way,
but there are things we can do to keep in touch. Have a look at some of the ideas in this edition of
Pitsford News and maybe think about how you can keep in touch with others this coming winter or
help others less fortunate - look out for the Pitsford Christmas Lights proposal and a good piece of
news - the Village Hall can now take bookings but with restricted numbers – please contact Wendy
for more details on 07903 511572.
Lesley Hamilton
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Hello Pitsford!
My name is Alastair Kimbell, and I have been asked to introduce
myself for the newsletter: I am a local boy, from Boughton, but
made the leap to Pitsford in 2002, when I married a Brixworth girl
and, we agreed to compromise and meet in the middle.
I have lived in Pitsford for 18 years, in Manor Road, and now
Moulton Road. I am married with 3 children, one at University,
and two still at home. My family also appears to be collecting
animals: dogs, cats, chickens and geese and other waifs and
strays.
I was happy to put myself forward for Chairman of the Parish
Council when the role became vacant, as I have a number of
ideas for the village. I have been on the Parish Council for 6 years,
and Vanessa my wife, before me. I love Pitsford village, and
intend to spend the rest of my life here and want it to stay, the
wonderful, warm community that it is.
Thinking about the future of the village, I will also be doing my
best to implement a number of green policies. We have already
stopped the use of Pesticides and Herbicides by council
contractors, and we have a number of other ideas that will be presented to the Parish Council over the coming
months. All meetings are over Zoom at the moment, but the public are invited and encouraged to participate.
I have a keen interest in planning matters and want to preserve the feel of Pitsford, its rural roots, community
spirit and distinctness, whilst allowing local business to thrive, especially relevant this year as many of us work
from home. 2021 should see the Neighbourhood Development Plan come to fruition to help with this.
Over the last few years the Parish Council under the previous Chairman, has installed LED lighting through the
village, reducing light pollution, and lowering our Carbon Footprint. I intend to continue this work, and would be
delighted to discuss any ideas you have on how to make Pitsford a more environmentally friendly village.
2020 has been a difficult year for everyone, and COVID has altered our lives; affecting my family and thousands
of others. I have however seen a renewed spirit in the village, as we get through tough times, and pull together
as a community.
I have been particularly struck by the number of volunteers willing to give their time for the benefit of the
village, from the volunteers who maintain common areas of the village, to the newsletter ladies who put this
publication together, to the people who support and maintain the Sports field and the village hall, also the
villagers working on the Neighbourhood Development Plan and not to mention all my fellow councillors.
Pitsford is a great place to live, and I look forward to seeing you all soon.
Best wishes,

Alastair
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Villageantics - year end update
As we enter the winter period of this turbulent year we can once again reflect with some pride the work
completed and start to plan for 2021. In 2020 you will see that we have ensured the areas we took on board in
2019 have been well maintained including the Community
Garden at the entrance to Ride Lane, the Village Green and
Flagpole Green, with the pièce de résistance being the flower
boxes at the entrance of Pitsford on Moulton Road. These
definitely give people entering the village a most colourful
welcome. The Pund Lane path, which has now been repaired
by Anglian Water, has been full of wild flowers all year and
abundant with bees, butterflies and ladybirds, making it very
pleasant for villagers.
Hopefully residents have noticed that we have also carried
out leaf clearing outside the Primary school and Flagpole
Green on no less than 6 occasions and have continued to
complete the litter pick on the Moulton Road from the
Stables to the Quarry entrance. In the next 2/3 months we
are planning to concentrate in ensuring all areas are well
maintained during the leaf dropping season and start to plan
for 2021.
Pund Lane path

One area we will be carefully planning for is Flagpole Green. As previously mentioned in 2020 we were hoping to
carry out a series of enhancements to the Green but had to put it on ‘hold’ due to the Covid-19 issues/lockdown.
Over the coming weeks we will start to clear some of the old shrubs and re-arrange sympathetically the
remaining plants. At the same time, we will prepare some areas ready to lay new turf down in the spring 2021.

We are always looking for ideas/suggestions for further areas that you feel need improvement and please
therefore let know by contacting the team via the Pitsford News email address:
pitsfordvillagenewsletter@gmail.com
We hope that residents enjoy the results of our work and we would like to
express our thanks to all those who have supported us throughout the year.
The kind compliments received are much appreciated by the group.

Martin Flanagan
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Keeping in touch
As most people will be aware, we moved to producing an online version of Pitsford News at the
beginning of the Covid 19 Pandemic. This was to reduce risk to a number of people involved in
producing the newsletter, including the volunteer distributors who delivered house to house, the
Editorial Team who had traditionally spent many hours in a small room printing the paper copies,
and residents themselves who may have been at risk from the transfer of the virus on the paper
copies of the newsletter. Nine months on, we continue to publish the newsletter online
supplemented by a small number of paper copies available for collection in three “pick up points”:
the Griffin Pub, the Church and the telephone box. We also hand deliver paper copies to a small
number of residents. If you know someone who is unable to access on line and finds it difficult to get
to one of the pick-up points maybe you could help by printing a copy off for them, or collecting a
copy from the pick-up point on their behalf. If you are unable to help in this way, then please email us
with the individual’s name and address (with their permission of course) and we will deliver a copy to
them.
You will also be aware that the Parish Council is now distributing notes from the council meetings
separately from the Village Newsletter. Known as “Minutes Plus” these notes are intended to be
informative and provide a clear record of Parish Council business for all residents and you should all
have received at least one edition by the time you read this. We were happy to align production of
the Village Newsletter with the Parish Council plans and the proposed timetable for both
publications is set out below.

Newsletter Timetable
January

No publications

February

Parish Council—Minutes Plus

March

Pitsford News

April

Parish Council—Minutes Plus

May

Pitsford News

June

Parish Council—Minutes Plus

July

Pitsford News

August

Parish Council—Minutes Plus

September

No publications

October

Parish Council—Minutes Plus

November

Pitsford News

December

Parish Council—Minutes Plus
Best wishes
The Editorial Team
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Good news!
The Village Hall can now take bookings
but with restricted numbers
please contact Wendy for more details
on 07903 511572
Government restrictions are still preventing us from
serving the Full English Breakfast so this unfortunately
will still be on hold until further notice and until this is
lifted. We will continue just as soon as we are given the
green light again. We will announce this on the Spotted
Pitsford Facebook site and we will also place an update in
the Village Hall Notice box if things should change. This will also mean that the planned March Jumble Sale will
also be put on hold again for now. Hand sanitizing dispensers have been installed to two entrances for when we
open, as again, that will depend on government restrictions being lifted.
The rebuilding of the retaining back wall has been completed and is looking very smart with the donation of a
wooden trough for flowers and pots where Wendy has planted bulbs. Once we start using our Village Hall
facilities again, we shall be able to enjoy the flower display from the kitchen window.
The Breakfast Team would like to wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year when
fingers crossed, we can get back to normal.
Please telephone Wendy on 07903 511572 or Sandra on 880630 for any updates on this and keep an eye on the
Spotted Pitsford Facebook site and the Village Hall Notice Box.
Sandra Warner and Wendy Biggs

All Saints’ Church
In line with the national lockdown, All Saints’ Church was closed for worship from March onwards but reopened
in July when the government guidance changed to allow us to meet in church once again.
There are restrictions on the way in which we can use the building, so as to keep us all safe while we worship
together on Sundays and other days. So that social distancing can be observed, alternate rows of pews are
closed, so that everyone is 2m apart from anyone else.
All except those leading the service at the front of the
church must wear fabric face coverings while in the
building. At present we are not permitted to sing out
loud, but we can follow the music in our hymn books
as it is played. Sadly, we can’t stay afterwards for
refreshments and time to meet socially.
However, we are able to meet for informal worship
every Sunday at 11.00am and as always, all ages are
very welcome, and everyone from all traditions. We
cannot practically celebrate Holy Communion, so there
are no robes and there is just a simple service with
readings and an address which everyone can
5 enjoy. This will be our pattern of worship for the

foreseeable future, so please come along and celebrate Sunday with us at 11.00. Everyone will be warmly welcomed as part of our congregation.

No advice has yet been published by the government about arrangements either for Remembrance Sunday or
for Christmas services. At this stage it looks as though there will only be a simple outdoor ceremony at the war
memorial in the Churchyard at 11.00am on Sunday 8th November, including the laying of the wreaths for this
year. An announcement will be made nearer the time about what exactly has been decided by the government
and by the Royal British Legion.
As we are not able to sing indoors, and this is unlikely to change for another six months at least, Christmas will
take on a very different style this year, without Carol Services or a Midnight Service. Again, things may change
greatly in the next ten weeks, but there will be announcements in good time for Christmas.
Each week I send out by email a Sunday bulletin, including the scripture readings for the day, my own reflections
on the readings, and a selection of hymns and songs linked to YouTube, so that even if we can’t sing in church,
we can at least do so at home! If you would like to be added to the mailing list, please email
pitsfordchurch@gmail.com and I will include you.
Again, I am using Zoom for more and more things, meetings with friends and colleagues, meetings of national
church bodies, and of local organisations. It really is easy to use, with 2 people or 200 people, and while it is no
substitute for meeting face to face, it does make it possible to see one another as we meet and talk. When most
public buildings are still locked down, it has the advantage of being able to join a meeting from home without
having to book a venue.

I am hoping to begin a weekly bible study group before Christmas, using Zoom. It is a very practical way of
studying together, as I have been discovering with groups which I have joined online to discuss the Bible and
Christian ministry while we remain locked down. Would you like to join an introductory course to the Bible? It
will be free to join and everyone is welcome. Please email me as above, at pitsfordchurch@gmail.com with any
questions, or to request to be sent the Zoom link to the first meeting of the Pitsford Bible Study. The software is
free and downloads automatically.
We are all having to adapt in all kinds of unimagined ways because of Coronavirus, but there are many good new
ideas and new ways of working as a result. Please make the most of the new-style services, and the new things
which are happening, by joining us in church for worship, or online for Bible Study.

Every blessing,

Rector of Pitsford with Boughton
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Our Church Bells
“When rung I am called Mary, the Rose of the World.”
We are required by the Peterborough Diocese every five years to engage the services of a suitably qualified
architect to provide us with a full inspection of the condition of the church buildings and the associated fabric.
This inspection took place on the 29th September and we are pleased to report that there were no serious
reports of any major structural work or immediate repairs required, other than the maintenance of our ring of
six bells to ensure that they are adequately maintained and are able to be safely rung in the future at weddings
and other events. Some few months ago a full peal was rung by a visiting band of ringers, lasting some three and
a quarter hours. Occasionally other bands of ringers ask if they can visit and ring our bells.
Mary, the Rose of the World
For those who are unaware, we have six bells, of which five are of 17 th century origin with the smallest bell a
treble, being added in 1964. The names of the three churchwardens and the then Rector at that time are
inscribed on this bell.

The inscription on the Tenor Bell reads “When rung I am called Mary, the Rose of the World.”
I do not believe that our church bells have been silenced since they were rehung in 1933 and they were certainly
rung for the coronations of Edward 8th, George 6th and our present Queen. Many Quarter peals and Full peals
have been rung since commemorating various national and local events with villagers taking a full part. When I
grew up in the village, we had a thriving group of bellringers of all ages, practising weekly, and often we used to
arrange coach trips to ring at many other churches.
We have just completed a full Church Tower clean to remove several years of detritus due to the infiltration of
birds, notably rooks and jackdaws, who have nested upon the louvres. A truly messy and toxic activity! This was
having some serious negative impact upon the condition of the bell frames. Many attempts have been made
over the years to keep the birds out to varying degrees of success. We have now fully bird-proofed the Tower,
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using more up to date materials, and we await to see how successful this will be given the ingenuity and
persistence of our feathered friends.

Our ring of six bells are recorded as listed with the National Church Buildings authorities as being of historic
significance. Following the latest inspection, we are informed that the bells themselves are of very good casting
quality but that the bell frames and associated equipment require specific maintenance in order to ensure their
continued safe use. We know how much you all value hearing the bells being rung at weddings and on special
occasions.
We are told that we need to raise some £5,500 to complete the works required. This is a specialist task and we
are lucky to have the services of an experienced contractor who is also a bell-ringer who enjoys ringing our bells,
(he was part of the group who completed the recent full peal), and takes great pride in his work. He has
suggested that when the works are finished, he will arrange for a full peal to be rung in commemoration/
celebration of the works being completed.
We will need to seek ways of raising the necessary funds over the next few months in order that the bells
continue to be heard.
Keith Isaacs
Churchwarden

Pitsford Ladies Craft Group
Despite not being able to meet in person during the pandemic, the Pitsford Ladies Craft
Group have stayed in touch with each other and have been busy making masks, bags
and other items to help others through these troubled times. As they are a small group,
plans had been made to meet up again for the first time in October, in line with COVID
guidelines, however, due to the changing situation the group felt it would be wiser to
cancel the meeting and now hope to be able to meet in the New Year.
Keep well,
Ann Eldred
The Ladies Craft Group

Pitsford Scout Group – more good news
I am very pleased to write that we have restarted Cubs, mainly out of doors at present
and we have also restarted Beavers at the Pavilion. We are only allowed to meet in small
groups therefore one group is meeting one week then the other the following week. We
have written a Covid safety risk assessment for each section which has been approved
by the Scout District.
We are really happy to be back again after seven months and are hoping that Scouts will
restart soon.
We are also pleased to say that on Remembrance Sunday, 8 th November we will have a small representation in
line with COVID restrictions at the Memorial for 11.00am silence and wreath laying.
Georgina
07836 555025
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WI
During the past few months we, like other groups in the village, have
been unable to meet. But that does not mean we have not seen
something of each other during socially distanced walks and brief
meetings, such as walking round the fields, at the flagpole, at the
telephone box (a vital resource at the moment) or just when posting a
letter and our birthday member (Julia) continues to deliver our
birthday cards. Attempts to get the committee together to organise a
socially distance picnic failed at the last minute due to new rules
coming into play where only 6 could gather.
However, the WI has at its heart a ‘fellowship between all women’, meaning literally a friendship of people who
share the same interests. All of us want the WI and other groups in the village to continue, and we must try to
remember these bonds when or if we are confined once again to our homes.
But until then –

Best Wishes to all from the committee - keep your spirits up until we can meet again.

Pitsford Sportsfield
Life on the Sportsfield is slowly returning to something like normal , or it was until
we had a late-night visit from a flying Audi which not only demolished part of the
boundary wall but also collided with one of the goals. Had the goal not been in the
way as the car careered across the field who knows where it would have stopped.
The vehicle recovery company now has my number on speed-dial! The goal has
been reinstated but the wall is awaiting repair and another insurance claim is in
process.

Football is back with training and matches for both the Seniors and Juniors and there has been a Ladies Keep-Fit
Class running on several mornings each week. The approaching winter has however brought that activity to a
halt other than for a couple of early morning sessions. Outside activities are not a problem under current Covid
restrictions but inside the Pavilion life is much quieter and the majority of our regular users have not yet returned. The Rule of 6 has prevented many of them from doing so. What would normally have been a summer of
regular children’s parties has also been very quiet this year as parties have not been permitted. We will all be delighted when we can take normal bookings again but dare not think when that may be.
For those of you driving to the Sportsfield, you will notice that we have filled the potholes in Home Farm Lane at
least for the time being. A kind donation of suitable material enabled us to do so. How long it remains relatively
pothole-free will depend on the winter weather.

Tony Miles
Chair – Pitsford Sportsfield Committee
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Village residents have continued to work hard to support others during this pandemic and Julia Farebrother has
been supporting a local foodbank organising the donations to the project from the village. Many of you will have
donated food to this very good cause and may want to know more about the work they do so we asked Julia to
tell us a bit more about the initiative and why she is supporting its work:

So what is the Wellingborough and District Foodbank?
The Wellingborough foodbank project was set up in 2013 and is run by the
Daylight Centre Fellowship. The centre has a Foodbank Manager who is then
supported by 25 volunteers however they are always on the lookout for
more volunteers! The project is funded via grants, individual donations, local
churches and the Daylight Centre Fellowship. The project receives financial
donations from companies, churches and local organisations and the food
donations are from individuals such as the truly kind people of Pitsford,
Brixworth and Boughton and supermarkets.

How did Julia get involved?
When we went into lockdown and the company I work for, Pacesetter Sports
and Wellbeing had to furlough employees, our boss thought it would be a
great idea to do something positive for the community whilst keeping us all
connected. So, he went about setting up hubs in various areas across
Northamptonshire that could support their local Foodbank projects with donations. This has proved very
successful with over 10,000 donations and more continuing to come in which is fantastic.

How many people does the food bank support?
The Wellingborough & District Foodbank currently provide about 60 parcels a
week to families, couples or single people – feeding about 200 people! At the
peak of Covid they provided 120 parcels a week. Each household is allowed
one parcel a week and the aim is for each parcel to provide food for 3 to 4
days. Households can continue to request parcels but if it ongoing for a long
period of time then they may be questions as to why. Due to the current
situation they are starting to see more families due to people losing their jobs
and moving onto benefits. During the pandemic households are not being
asked to provide proof but they would normally be referred to the Foodbank
by an agency which is supporting them. Since the pandemic all parcels have
been delivered to the households in need. Quite some achievement requiring
lots of work behind the scenes!
The pictures show how all the donations you have been giving are sorted and stored. The volunteers then
carefully select the items for the parcels.
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What is in the average food parcel?
A family will typically receive the following in their food parcel:
2 cans of baked beans, 2 packets of biscuits, 1 cup of soup, 1 can of custard, 2 fish, 2 fruit, 2 instant whip,
3 instant noodles, 1 jam or preserve, 1 jelly, 2 meat, 1 pasta sauce, 2 packets of pasta, 2 lots of potatoes, 2 pulses,
2 cans of rice pudding, 1 packet of rice, 1 savoury rice, 2 cans of soup, 1 spaghetti or macaroni, 2 tins of tomatoes,
3 vegetables, 3 toilet rolls, 2 cereal, 1 tea, 1 coffee, 2 sugar, 3 milk, 1 bottle of squash, 1 large fruit juice .

What can we do to help?
As you can see the donations you have been making do make a real difference! Please, if and when you can, keep
donating as it really does help out someone less fortunate than ourselves! Just buy one extra item with your
weekly shop and you can leave your donations at any time in the boxes outside at 15 Broadlands or 61 High
Street.
Any allotment / keen vegetable or fruit growers—if you have surplus stock these would be very welcome as
donations too. Thank you!
Julia Farebrother

A Pitsford Harvest and the Hope Centre help the Homeless
Harvest time often provides a glut of certain
produce – many people in the village grow
vegetables and fruit in their garden or allotment
and those of us who don’t have all probably been
offered courgettes and marrows more than once!
This year blackberries and apples seemed to be in
abundance. One of our newer residents who only
moved into the village the day before lockdown
started, had a very large harvest of cooking apples.
She didn’t know what to do with them all - there is
only so much chutney anyone can eat, and she
asked for her neighbours for ideas.
Hoping folk might be wanting comfort food in this
colder weather (apple pie, apple crumble, baked
apples etc the list goes on...) the first plan was to
put a box of apples at the end of the drive with a
note encouraging people to take them. A few were
taken but there was still a mountain of apples left, possibly because everyone else in the village had their own
apple surplus!
It was great news when another resident suggested she would take the rest of them to the Hope Centre and
even helped pick them. Hope is a community charity owned by local people, for local people, and works to
improve the lives of anyone affected by poverty, especially homelessness, through services, training,
campaigning and advocacy. The Northampton Hope Centre has continued to help the most vulnerable in our
community throughout the lockdown period supporting the homeless with essentials and those living in poverty
with food through their food club. We probably all know of the charity but perhaps not so much is known about
the huge scope of work they do and the numerous ways in which our community could help.
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Regular readers will be aware that one of our residents volunteered
for the Charity last winter and many of you have supported their
work by preparing and providing dozens of hot meals, warm
clothes, towels, underwear and sleeping bags etc but who knew
that they have their own allotment where they grow fruit and
vegetables that are used by the charity to feed the homeless and
are also distributed through their food club? We spoke to the Hope
Centre about this and they would really appreciate it if anyone has
spare time to volunteer on the allotment or has spare produce
would get in touch with them either by calling 01604 214300 or by
emailing office@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

If anyone in the village has a surplus of produce from their garden or allotment and would like to donate it to be
used to help people who are homeless, please contact The Hope Centre direct (contact details below). The staff
told us that they would be grateful for any food the community would like to donate, including excess crops
people may have from veggie plots – there’s often an abundance of courgettes and tomatoes about now.
Similarly, people who are homeless still need warm clothes, coats, underwear, towels and sleeping bags and if
your Lockdown tidying has unearthed any items that you think the Charity would find useful please either
contact them direct.
The Charity were delighted with our offer of an apple mountain and we loaded up the car and took a full boot
load which was gratefully received and made into hot puddings for distribution at the Centre. If anyone does
have any food or other donation they would like to make and would find it difficult to deliver it please contact
The Editorial Team who may be able to help.
We do realise that it’s often hard to know which “good cause” to donate to. Hope is very aware of this and heads
up the Food Poverty Network in Northampton and shares what food they have.
If you have read the article by Julia Farebrother in this issue of Pitsford News, you will be aware that she is
co-ordinating donations to the Wellingborough and District Food bank, run by Daylight Centre. The staff at Hope
are very aware that some residents already donate to Daylight Foodbank and they have stressed that they
wouldn’t want to affect these donations.

You can contact the Hope Centre by phone, email, post or in person:
Hope Centre
35-37 Campbell Street, Northampton NN1 3DS
Tel: 01604 214300 or 0845 519 9371
Email: office@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk
Facebook: @Northampton Hope Centre
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“In it together” this Christmas:
Let’s light up and look to the future
2020 has been a difficult year for us all and although we may have hoped that life would get easier
by the end of the year the pandemic is still with us and it continues to be a challenging time in all
sorts of ways. At the moment it can be hard to see what the future holds but life does have to go
on and we do need to look to the future, not only for our children and grandchildren but for all of
us, and maybe sharing something positive can help us be a bit more optimistic about everything,
It seems a long time ago, but back in March, many residents decorated their homes with drawings
of rainbows, in windows, on fences and in gardens. The rainbows cheered people up in all sorts of
ways, whether that was the shared experience of making them and displaying them or just seeing
them as we walked or drove past. We all knew we were not alone in this – we were all in it
together!
The idea was believed to have started in Italy, with the slogan "andra tutto benne" (everything will
be alright) and it quickly spread across the world in an attempt to bring hope to people struggling
with the COVID-19 pandemic. We even had rainbows at the entrances to our village, intended to
provide a little source of cheer and hope for the future as people drove by . The rainbow drawings
may have faded but the message is still the same: there is hope and we are still all in it together.

Many of us enjoy the annual “Switch on” at the Flagpole Green – carol singing, mince pies, mulled
wine and the beautiful Christmas Tree Lights provided by the Royal British Legion. The lights
continue to give us cheer throughout December so this Christmas, let’s come together as a
community again and light up our whole village to cheer up our children, our neighbours and
ourselves.
Some of us may have lost family members or friends and want to remember them in some way,
many of us will not be able to see our loved ones, or if we do see them it’s likely it won’t be quite
the same as usual but let’s shine a light to remember absent friends and have hope for the future.
We will all want to give thanks to the NHS, to the care workers and other public sector workers
such as the Police and Fire Service who still have to go to work no matter what, and the many
other key workers who deliver our food, teach our children, fix our heating … the list goes on. Let’s
light up for them too.
If you can, please join in the Pitsford “Light up for December” initiative . Whether you light up one
window, your garden or your whole house doesn’t matter – one little light at the end of the tunnel
is better than none. We are hoping that when the traditional Christmas Tree lights on Flagpole
Green are switched on, the whole of Pitsford will switch on and “light up” together. Whether you
are able to take part or not, you might want to take a walk round the village afterwards and enjoy
the lights while remembering those who you can’t be with, for whatever reason, and giving thanks
to those who continue to work on our behalf.
We would love to know how many people are going to take part so please let us know via the
Pitsford News email address: pitsfordvillagenewsletter@gmail.com
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Northampton and Lamport Railway

Grant Award, Theft and Santa
Culture Recovery Fund Grant
The Northampton and Lamport Railway is extremely grateful to receive a substantial
Government grant to secure its future and help it rebuild going forward.
On 6th October, Northampton Steam Railway Ltd (the NLR’s operating company) was awarded £46,000 by the
Culture Recovery Fund to ‘keep us on track’ and help cover expenses incurred during ‘lockdown’ between March
and July. Funds will also be used to carry out essential repairs and renewals that were planned for this year but
put on hold when our income dried up. Without this funding we faced a real prospect of not being able to run
trains anymore because we did not have the resources left to undertake this vital work before deterioration
reached a point of becoming a safety issue.
The money will also give the NLR a chance to modernise as a business and diversify by looking at new sources of
income so that we can be more resilient in future.
The NLR was unable to open at the start of the season in March because of coronavirus. Our purely volunteer-run
line remained shut for five months and began running steam-hauled train services again in August as part of a
phased reopening.
The Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage is part of the £1.57bn rescue package announced by the Department for
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport to safeguard cultural and heritage organisations across the UK from the
economic impact of coronavirus. The NLR is one of 445 heritage organisations across the country to receive a lifesaving financial boost to help them through the coronavirus pandemic.
Theft at the NLR
We are very sad to report that at the end of September/early October the NLR has suffered at least 2 incidents of
theft of B4 bogie parts (for those who don't know, 'bogies' are the 4-wheeled trucks that run under our
passenger coaches). The parts were taken from our operational spare bogie sets, which are essential to keep our
carriages running if a fault develops.
Due to the amount of work involved in removing these parts, and a need
for a car or van to remove them, we believe they are being stolen to
order.
Any information, including such items being offered for sale or appearing
at another heritage railway with no history attached, would greatly assist
us in our search for the culprits. If you can provide more information,
please email: webteam@nlr.org.uk
The NLR is run purely by our wonderful volunteers who give their spare
time to help preserve our railway heritage. Events like this (unfortunately
this is not the first targeted theft we've suffered) are extremely
disheartening, undermine what we have worked hard to achieve and can
cause a major setback in our progress, especially in what is already such
an extremely challenging year.
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Santa Specials
It is approaching that time of year again…!
Our Santa Specials bookings are now on sale. However, due to the “new normal”, we have made some changes
to the event to help you safely celebrate Christmas at the Railway. We are proud to be an official AA ‘Covid-19
Confident’ attraction. This means it has been independently verified that we have in place all the necessary risk
assessments, safety measures and staff training to re-open safely. We have also signed the Covid Confident
Charter, giving our customers the confidence that we are a responsible venue, operating fully in line with the UK
Government’s guidelines (as well as UK Hospitality and respective trade association guidelines), and are committed to updating our procedures and
measures as guidelines change.
Currently, regulations mean that all passengers have to wear face coverings on
the train. However, exemptions include:
•

Children under the age of 11

• A person who cannot put on, wear, or remove a face covering because of a
physical or mental illness or impairment or disability (within the meaning of
section 6 of the Equality Act 2010), or without severe distress.
Unfortunately, we have decided to close the Grotto this year. Instead, Santa
will be on the train, riding along greeting and chatting to our passengers as you
travel through the Northamptonshire countryside.

Tickets are sold on a ‘per table’ basis to maintain social distancing, with up to
4 people from the same family/bubble per table.

For full information and tickets please visit our website at www.nlr.org.uk
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Our Neighbourhood Development Plan
Three years ago, we first met to discuss the possibility of a ‘Pitsford Neighbourhood Plan’ and form our
group to bring it about. We little thought then that our task would be so lengthy and just when we had
our plan all agreed and ready to present to you all the pandemic intervened and once again we have
been thwarted.
Be assured that as soon as ever possible we want to enter a six week consultation period when everyone
can study the plan fully and give us the feedback we are seeking so that it is truly OUR plan for the next
ten years. At the moment you can view a copy on the village website but we are concerned that some in
our parish may not have the ability to access that source. We feel that an exhibition is crucial to any
consultation and the provision of hard copies on view in key sites together with the offer of a personal
copy if required.
Daventry District Council has been advising us throughout the process and are fully in line with our view
that we must wait until the present crisis lifts and we can do a proper consultation. In the meantime, do
visit the website if you wish and forward any views you might have for us to take on board during the
official six-week period. Be assured that we wish to move the process forward as soon as possible but
with everyone given an equal opportunity to comment. A final reassurance is that the plan is
evolutionary rather than revolutionary as we all have a great love and respect for where we live and wish
that aspect to remain.
Philip Saunderson
Chairman

Useful Telephone Numbers
POLICE EMERGENCIES: 999
Police Non-emergencies: 101
Daventry Rural Police Team: 101
Daventry District Council: 01327 87 11 00
Parish Clerk: 01604 880395 or clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk
Pitsford Primary School: 01604 880866
Pitsford Parish Council: 01604 880395
Pitsford Village Website: www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk
The Rector (Rev. Stephen Trott): 01604 845655
Sportsfield and Pavilion Bookings: Tony 07979 802524
Village Hall Bookings: Wendy 01604 880797

pitsfordvillagenewsletter@gmail.com
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