PITSFORD NEWS

June 2021

Pitsford Annual Parish Meeting (APM) Monday 17th May, 2021 at 19:45 in the Village Hall
Every English parish must hold an Annual Parish Meeting between 1 March and 1 June. It is not a Parish Council
meeting it is a meeting of the parish or town electors. Electors can contribute to the agenda and in practice these
meetings often celebrate local activities and debate current issues in the community, but, invariably, it is the Council
that organises it and the Chairman, if present, will chair the meeting. A legacy from the Middle Ages, when Local
Councils did not exist, and all local decision making was carried out by meetings of the whole community, taking place
in the church vestry.
Item 1: Welcome address and introductions by the Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Alastair Kimble
Item 2: Approval of the minutes of the 2019 Annual Parish Council Meeting (no meeting in 2020)
Item 3: Annual reports from the County and District Councillors
Report Received from County Councillor Judy Shephard (retired)
I was first elected your County Councillor for the Moulton Division in May 1997 and I have
finally decided to retire some 24 years later, so this is my final report.
During my time on NCC I have served on many different committees and have chaired the Community Committee, the
Adult Social Care and Health Committee twice, and the Development Control Committee twice! I was also elected
Chairman of Chairman of all the Select Committees of the Council. I was a member of the NHfT and the East Anglia
Flood Committee. I was the NCC representative of the Northamptonshire Cadet Forces and was an Executive
Member of SSAFA. I am also a member of Boughton Parish Council for almost 50 years and served a short term as its
chairman. I have also been a Member of the Richard Humfrey Charity since the early 1980s and have been its
chairman for the last 19 years.
In 2008 – 2010 I served two consecutive terms as Chairman of the Council which was a great and unforgettable
honour. I sponsored two charities: SSAFA (The Armed Forces Charity) and FaceFax (a local head, neck and throat
cancer charity founded by my sister) and raised over £17,000 during my terms as Chairman. I was privileged to meet,
countywide and further afield, many inspirational people in all walks of life who have made exceptional contributions
to our lives. My highlights of that time, apart from being presented to several members of the Royal Family and
attending several Garden Parties, were my two civic dinners. My first guest speaker was General Sir Richard Dannatt,
then Head of the Army, and, secondly, Admiral Sir Trevor Soar, First Sea Lord. He invited me on a two-day trip aboard
the Frigate HMS Westminster from South Shields to Portsmouth (a truly unrepeatable experience!).
When I first became a County Councillor in 1997, I had 16 villages in my division, including Althorp which was reeling
at that time over Princess Diana’s untimely death. It was a very sharp learning curve as I was certainly plunged in at the
deep end! Today, I have 13 villages and during my 24 years I have attended many parish council meetings and
Annual Meetings and met a vast array of talented and dedicated parishioners, councillors and Chairmen, I have
attended site visits, facilitated meetings and spoken publicly to help protect our cherished local heritage. I was a
champion of Moulton Library which was under threat of closure. I have keenly locked horns with and challenged
burdensome bureaucratic decisions on many diverse issues on my constituents’ behalf in my quest for fairness,
openness and progress.
The County Council will cease to exist next month. Our first NCC Chairman was The Red Earl, Lord Spencer in 1889
and during the Council’s 133 years it has seen some remarkable history. Four years ago, due to unacceptably poor
and creative accounting methods we were placed in special measures, and it was decided by Parliament that
Northamptonshire would become two Unitary Authorities. During the last two years NCC has made huge strides
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financially, and we have now balanced the books and will be handing over some £90m to the new unitary councils as
they become the fledgling Authorities.
It has been my privilege to be you County Councillor for 24 years! I wish to Thank you all for your kindness, wonderful
humour and encouragement over the years. I have very happy memories!
Report from District Councillors John Shephard & Sarah Peck
With both a heavy heart and optimistic anticipation for the future we write the final district councillors’ report to parish
councils.
This year will be remembered for introducing Zoom council, committee and officer meetings, councils being used to
channel unprecedented support to local businesses, officers’ home working and officers’ and members’ support for the
most vulnerable and of course the demise of Daventry District Council at midnight on the evening of Monday 31st March.
At that time your district councillors lose that role and become members of the West Northamptonshire Council. We
hold that title until the elections on 6 May.
What is the legacy of DDC? We would like to think that the local plans it has introduced over the years have been
welcomed by parishes. Of those that we represent, Boughton has of course seen the most growth and we now welcome
the newcomers to the village via Buckton Fields. Harlestone is to face the next phase of building locally; hopefully the
experiences of the Buckton Fields development will be useful in managing the greater scope of new housing there.
For many years we have heard constituents’ understandable moans that, “We pay tax to DDC and get nothing back”. It
is true that the centre of Daventry has been transformed to the great benefit of residents; the most recent investment is
that of the new cinema, now complete and ready for its Opening Night. But with the massive investment in the new
Moulton Leisure Centre, featuring one of the best swimming pools in the country, any imbalance has certainly been
redressed. The recent DDC press release gives details:
“Facilities set to be opened to the public include the centre’s six-lane, 25m swimming pool, and a 60-station gym
featuring a wide range of modern fitness equipment.
A diverse range of other facilities, including two therapy pools, multi-activity studio, spin studio and the first health spa
in the area – comprising a steam room, sauna and spa pool – will reopen when coronavirus restrictions are expected to
be further lifted on 17 May.”
On a parochial level, the council year began with the creation of the new Harlestone Manor Parish Council. John lead
the DDC process in its gestation. He chaired its first meeting for the purposes of the appointment of a chairman. The
meeting was by Zoom. There was a tie, 8 members voting 4 – 4 for two candidates. What was to be done? He had a
pack of cards to hand. An ace was chosen and one of the candidates invited to say whether it was red or black. The
chairmanship was resolved on the turn of a card!
The year also saw planning permission being granted for the NWRR. We now concentrate on monitoring delivery of the
mitigation measures. As Buckton Fields moves into Phase 3 we are active in pursuing two significant outstanding issues:
community facilities and early years education. We have yet to see any firm proposals for either of these. They are very
much work in progress.
During the year John was appointed to the task and finish group of the shadow authority setting the 2021/2022 budget
and council tax. That involved some 15 Zoom meetings over an 8-month period.
As you all know, on the 6th May we will be going to the polls to elect a total of 93 councillors for the new unitary authority,
West Northamptonshire Council, which will be formed on the 1st April this year. This will replace the existing district,
borough and county councils. Residents in Daventry, Northampton and South Northamptonshire are being encouraged
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to apply early to vote by post. On the same day in May, residents will also be able to cast votes for the Northamptonshire
Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner and to elect representatives for many of their local parish councils. A lot of work
has been done to make voting safely during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, with a range of Covid-safe measures
being planned for polling stations, alongside the other usual options such as voting by post or by proxy. Polling
arrangements are currently being organised by elections staff in Daventry District, South Northants and Northampton
until the new Council is formed in April. We would encourage everyone to vote in these important elections.
We know that a huge amount of progress has made getting the new unitary Council ready and setting up the wider
leadership team.
We were made aware of the rise in crime over recent months and raised these matters with the Northamptonshire Police
and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Northamptonshire. House-to-house enquiries have been taking place in the
areas where the break-ins have been reported and they have also been collecting CCTV to ascertain whether there is
any footage of note that may help us identify suspects.
We know the Sgt has also held meetings with the some of the parish councils as well as the community safety partnership
and held talks regarding the setting up of a local Streetwatch scheme.
The office of the Superintendent, Local Policing Commander (West) Northamptonshire Police informed us of intelligence
gathering in respect of online marketplace disposal of items that have been stolen, ANPR research of vehicular
movements during the period of note and ongoing patrol and proactive deployment of response and neighbourhood
staff as well as Rural Crime Team and officers from Specialist Operations including Road Crime Team and Dog Support.
We all face new councils in May. To those retiring from parish council duty, we wish the very best. To those seeking to
carry on we wish good fortune in your election process.
Item 4: Annual report from the Chairman of Pitsford Parish Council. Cllr Alastair Kimbell
It has been an odd year with the COVID pandemic and virtual meetings: I have been in post as Chairman
for almost a year and this is my first in-person meeting which is a sign of the times. We have a new Clerk and a new Vice chairman in
Keith Isaacs.
It has been sad to lose 2 parish councillors this year; John Price Stephens who joined recently and Edward Rogers who has been a
member of the council for over 3 decades.
We have 2 vacant seats; applications are welcome from residents who would like to help keep Pitsford a great place to live and work.
Volunteers: We would like to thank all of the volunteers in the village for gardening, litter picking, street cleaning, cleaning ivy off
walls etc., in and around the village. Also, the volunteers who sometimes go unnoticed; the village would not be what it is without
them. I would like to thank everyone on behalf of the council for all the work that goes on.
Neighbourhood Plan: A big thank-you to the Neighbourhood Plan committee who are continuing their work through the ongoing
process.
Clerk: I would like to say thank-you to Sarah our Clerk who is giving us a trial run for 6 months in order to assess if she will have
time to add us to her busy timetable as Clerk at the Bramptons and Councillor at Harlestone and we hope it is going to work out.
There have been all sorts of one-offs this year:
• The Local Government Reorganisation.
• The Census.
• The Housing Needs Survey.
• Local elections
Planning applications: 24 in the year. Including 9 tree works
Quarry Update: Bennies have relocated the concrete recycling operations from Boughton to Pitsford.
They are potentially extending their scope. They have six or seven months left of the current level of extraction and are looking at
several phases which may open up in some areas closer moving towards Moulton.
We will be monitoring their activity via the Boughton and Pitsford Liaison Group meetings.
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Highways:
• FixMyStreet has given people the opportunity to go onto the Internet and report any problems themselves and this is
working well.
Drains and Flood risk alleviation:
• Grange Lane Drains: Highways have agreed to identify ownership of the blocked drain by Paddock Cottage.
• Manor Road (nr Cherry Tree Cottage and Orchard House): The flood from the burst pipe behind Broadlands
highlighted various issues with drainage on Manor Road. Highways have agreed works and promised to give attention to
these this year.
• Footpath: Anglian Water insurance policy has reinstated the footpath between Manor Road in Grange Lane. We want to
name the footpath which we will be agreed with long-standing residents.
• Resurfacing: of the High Street and Moulton Road is underway and almost completed. The next step is to do the road
markings. We have the 20 mile an hour limit from the Moulton entrance to the village by Pitsford school to The Chase.
• HGV Traffic: We still have issues with HGV’s in coming through the village and returning through the village. We
reminded Holcot that we have an unwritten agreement that HGV vehicles should be shared when delivering in the weight
limit zone. If anyone spots large vehicles going the wrong way we will chase up on it.
• Parking in the village: Parking still rears its head at the Sportsfield and by The Green. Double-yellow lines were
previously suggested. Consultation with the nearby residents established that this action would restrict them rather than solve
the problem. It’s an on-going thing and needs re-visiting at the next meeting.
Sponsorship of an ANPR camera by Parish Councils: We enquired about getting an ANPR Camera for Moulton Road, but Police
say that there is already a camera along that route.
Pitsford Going Greener
Wildflower Rewilding: The council was happy to support the Wild Bunch in their Climate change initiative. We managed to obtain
a grant of almost £1,000 towards preparing and seeding the A508 verge, the ‘meadow’ near the church and a corner of the churchyard
which is now being maintained by the Primary School children.
Pesticide/Herbicide Policy: This was rolled out last year and all contractors have been informed: We want to encourage everyone
to become greener..
Item 5: Financial report from the Clerk & Financial Officer to Pitsford Parish Council
The Precept request and Budget for the year 2020/21 was £30,738. Net Expenditure of £22,540 against budget was
well down due to the following £7,829 savings:
•
We were without a Clerk for part of the year - £2670 (Helped to recover the £2,500 extraordinary cost of
repairing the stone wall at Drummond Close which the council did not own.)
•
Cancelled elections in 2020 - £1,500
•
Fewer requests for grants - £819
COVID brought cost reductions in:
•
Mowing & Grounds Maintenance reduced - £1,116
•
Churchyard mowing and repairs reduced - £1,234
•
Training costs - £319
•
Disconnection of WiFi in the village hall (for the time being) £171
Bank Balance: at the year-end was £27,370 and reserves against this figure are:

Gen Reserve (bank balance) @ 31 March
Neighbourhood Plan Grant Balance
Legal and Professional (2015/16)
Bus shelter (annual Depreciation)
Permanent Feature – Sign
Reserves Total
General Reserve Cash Balance
£

£27,370
700
5000
500
2000
8200
£19,170
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(A parish council should not allow their available cash balance to fall below 50% of the annual Precept)
The precept for 2021/22 is £35,000
Audit: The Internal Auditor signed the examination of finances and regulatory requirements off with recognition that,
despite the changes in Clerk during the year, all internal control objectives have been satisfied and due processes
have been met and there were no matters of concern.
Wildbunch: The parish council were very pleased to offer support to obtain a Climate Change Grant of £974 on
behalf of this village group.
Capital Expenditure:
Traffic calming: We obtained a £3,400 grant from Northamptonshire Police for the Speed Indicator sign at the
Moulton road Entrance to the village.
Financial Record: Please see the accounting statement, bank reconciliation, budget statement and variances for
2020/21 which will be posted on the website and are also available to personally view on request.
The public are welcome to attend meetings of Pitsford Parish Council and its sub-committees. You do not have to
become a member of the Parish Council to make a valuable contribution to your community in a practical way. If you
have a particular interest (litter, highways, lighting) you could ask to become involved with meetings, projects,
consultations etc., Volunteers help the council to increase contact with the local community it serves and widen the
skills, experience, perspectives and diversity. They also help to ensure the work of the council reflects the needs of the
community.
If you have a matter that you would like to put before the Parish Council please follow the procedure below. Members
of the Public and Press are invited to address the Council at its Public session from 7.30pm to 7:45pm
Persons wishing to address Council may register their intention to do so to the Clerk by mail, telephone or email by 12
noon on the day of the meeting and may speak for a maximum of 3 minutes. All meetings of a local government body
(council and sub-committees) must be open to the public except in limited defined circumstances where the national
rules require or allow the meeting to be closed to the public. Local Government Act 1972
Item 6: Annual Reports from Pitsford Primary School and Pitsford School
a. Pitsford Primary School, Julia Hyde, Executive Headteacher
My name is Julia Hyde and I am the Executive Headteacher at Pitsford Primary School and
Walgrave Primary School. I have been in post since Mr Ayton left the schools in July 2020. I am sorry that I am
unable to attend the meeting in person, I would have enjoyed meeting with you all.
Pitsford Primary School has had a challenging year with frequent lockdowns and the children being out of school
for substantial amounts of time. Our staff team have been amazing and throughout the pandemic the school has
been open to key worker and vulnerable children. In addition to this childcare facility, our staff team were also
setting and marking daily work, preparing videos, lessons, zoom meetings and blogs for children who were working
from home. We are extremely grateful to local residents who kindly donated a number of laptops to help children
who were without technology whilst working at home.
It has been fantastic to finally get all children back to school and we have put a number of interventions into the
school day to support children who are struggling to settle back in. We have also set up a Healthy Body and Healthy
Mind team who are supporting children who have been identified as needing targeted well-being support. We are
also mindful that our staff team may also need support and we are currently looking at ways to do this.
We currently have 67 children on roll. In September 2021, we are expecting to receive nine new Reception children
who are mainly from the Pitsford and Moulton areas. We are currently liaising with the local School Improvement
Officer about ways to improve our Early Years Foundation Stage area. We have very limited space in our Class 1
area and we are looking at various options to include an outside classroom or canopy for our outside area.
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During the pandemic we have not be able to receive parents or visitors to our school and sadly we have not been
able to participate in lots of events that we would normally. We are however optimistic that with restrictions slowly
lifting we will be able to welcome back our Volunteer Readers - a very valuable addition to our staff team. If anyone
would like to become a Volunteer Reader within our school from September, please do contact the school office by
emailing bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk.
A small group of children have recently taken part in planting seeds in the churchyard with the ‘Wildbunch’ and we
are planning to hold our sports day in the summer term at the recreation ground. We are also planning to take our
Class 3 children to Moulton Leisure Centre for swimming lessons. We hope that in the coming months we will be
able to take part in some community events.
a. Pitsford School, Dr Craig Walker, Headteacher

As with every school in the county, country and world this has been a singular and singularly challenging
year for Pitsford School. The challenges presented by the pandemic to the functioning and safety of the
school have been profound and, similarly, the response of everyone in our community has been most
noteworthy.
Before detailing this, I would like to share a few words on new developments before the first lockdown
came. Pitsford began to host Saturday Morning Masterclasses for students from local primary schools who
could come in for some fun extension in key subjects. We held two classes (Chemistry where we studied the
magic of Harry Potter, and Mathematics where our students were Tony Stark / Iron Man and had to use their
maths skills to save the day). The Masterclasses were going very well, both were over-subscribed and our
hope is to continue with these marvellous initiatives to make friends with our neighbours. The same applies
to the Rugby 7s which was started but postponed, and our popular Science Olympics.
We also introduced a Sixth Form residential trip to build camaraderie and to experience different cultures.
The first trip was to Berlin and was a huge success. Our second trip - which should have been to Rome - had
to be postponed but this will return next year when the landscape is safer.
We are also in the midst of exciting partnerships with other educational bodies, some of which were delayed
by the pandemic, but all of which will come to fruition in the next academic year.
When lockdown came, like every school, we had to develop new methods to deliver lessons. We were
fortunate in having updated our network and having brought in a virtual learning environment before Covid19 became known.
Once we had to teach remotely these two tools were vital. Linked to this our teachers impressed in their
ability to upskill at great speed and to invest immense efforts to innovate in learning and to keep students on
track. In this they were successful and the students of Pitsford are fortunate that they have avoided the worst
experiences of lockdown(s) which so many of the nation's young men and women have had to suffer.
Throughout we supported key workers by providing supervision for their children and remained open in
holidays and bank holidays to help too. Indeed, the Headmaster was in school every working day from the
first lockdown.
Once the school was able to physically reopen, we took steps to ensure that students, parents, teachers and
those outside school could stay as safe as possible. This meant regulating drop-off and pick-up, rearranging
the school temporally and physically to ensure groups were kept apart and to instigate mass disinfecting and
then mass lateral flow testing.
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There have been positive cases in the school body but relatively few and it is good to note how safe and
happy the children have remained through such a terrible time.
Away from the pandemic, there have been changes in school as some staff leave or retire and are in their
turn replaced. The most dramatic example of this was the retirement of Mrs Julia Willmott, the longstanding Head of Juniors. We were lucky to appoint in her place Mrs Rachelle Heard, former Head of
Lubbenham Primary. Her first year, leading the Juniors through the challenges of coronavirus has been
simply superb. The future in a safer world will be most bright.
Pitsford School has faced a major challenge in this last year - as every school did - and can look back on its
efforts with pride in a job well done. We now turn our face to the future with hope and expectation of a
better tomorrow.
Item 7: Police report from: Sgt Chris Thomas – Daventry Neighbourhood Policing Team
This is work in progress and so subject to operational change.
A new Neighbourhood (NPT) structure is being put in place over the next few months – it is work in
progress and so I haven`t been given a specific date on when it will be complete. This is a Force-wide model.
Up until now the establishment has been 5 PC`s + 11 PCSO`s (5 sponsored) throughout the area.
We are increasing the number of PC`s to 9.
Presently we have 5 PC`s + 1 student who was recently recruited.
2 further PC`s have been recruited but I am awaiting a start date as they have to be released from their
departments. This gives 7 + 1 student.
We will be identifying another 1 which will give us 9 in total.
The number of PCSO`s will remain at 11.
This will give 20 staff – the aim is to split the 20 into 4 teams of 5 covering:
•
•
•
•

Daventry Town (sub-divided into East / West)
Long Buckby (sub-divided into Long Buckby / Braunston & Crick)
Weedon (sub-divided into Weedon / Woodford Halse)
Brixworth (sub divided into Brixworth / Moulton)

In terms of Brixworth the aim is to have 2 x PC + 2 X PCSO + 1 x sponsored PCSO (Paul MILLER - Pitsford). The PCSO`s
are Kev LUMBIS, Jo WRIGHT and Paul MILLER. The PC`s for Brixworth have yet to be identified, but coverage is being
provided from Daventry in the interim. Once we have the 9 then named Officers will be assigned.
Once everything is confirmed then you will have names, contact details and a map showing areas of responsibility.
This should then appear on the Northants Police website.
Item 8: Reports and accounts of village charities to be received (those under the Charities Act 1960)
a. Pitsford Village Hall Committee
Due to Government restrictions the Village Hall closed in March 2020, The Village Hall
Committee took the decision to have the back wall and pathway repaired and other
necessary work which was only made possible due to the hard work of the village hall
management committee fund raising events. The committee will continue vigorously with fundraising when
more restrictions are lifted and are hoping to hold a jumble sale in September and a curry a quiz night in
October and of course we are looking forward to cooking the full English breakfast once again as we have
missed all our loyal supporters we hope to have more village support with our future events.
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The village hall committee would also like to welcome our new committee members and look forward to
working with them.
Chairman B. Warner 01604 880630
Booking Clerk. W. Biggs 01604 880797or 07903511572
b. Pitsford Sports field & Trustees of Pitsford Sports field (Tony Miles, Chairman – Pitsford Sportsfield
Management Committee
Bookings: 01604 881807
Needless to say, but there is rather more inactivity than activity to report over the last 12 months. As a result of
the Covid Pandemic and the restrictions imposed by the Government it has not been possible for the various
Clubs and Groups that use our facilities to meet or take part in their normal activities for much of that period.
During last year when it looked as though restrictions would be eased sufficiently to allow activities to start
again, we spent time doing Covid risk assessments and putting additional measures in place only to find
ourselves placed back into lockdown and unable to open up. As I write this report, we are hopeful that the
easing of restrictions that has started will continue and that in the coming months we will slowly return to
normal.
The two football clubs, adult and junior, have been luckier than most and have been permitted to play and
train subject to FA guidelines but indoor activities in the Pavilion have not been permitted at all.
We have been eligible for and have received two Covid Support Grants as the Sportsfield and Pavilion falls
within the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Sector which has ensured that we have been able to meet our
outgoings during the last 12 months.
The Sportsfield has undoubtedly seen more people using the outdoor space once restrictions permitted,
many being visitors from outside the village. Regrettably this has led to a great deal of litter being left on
occasions despite the provision of bins and signage reminding people to use them. We are not alone in
suffering in this way in the last 12 months as the general public seem to have shown little respect for the open
spaces and facilities provided for them. It is left to a small number of volunteers to clear up after them.
We continue to have a problem with dog owners failing to clear up after their dogs despite this being a legal
requirement. Again, bins and signage do not appear to register with some people. It is particularly important
that dog owners act responsibly on an area where sport is played and where children play.
There continues to be something of a problem with drug use and substance abuse both on the Sportsfield and
in the car park. The police have been made aware, but I would urge any village resident seeing such activity to
report it themselves direct to the police at the time.
The last year has been difficult for everyone but we look forward to the year ahead when all our regular Clubs
and Groups and the children’s birthday parties can hopefully return, and the facilities are back in daily use
once again.
Item 9: Report from the Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee
Group formed at end of 2017 work began in 2018. It was hoped to complete the process in 2020 but covid 19
prevented this.
• Draft NP consultation with stakeholders agreed January 2021.
• 6-week consultation took place Jan/Feb 2021, including whole village, and businesses/tenants/landlords.
• We received 22 formal written responses.
• Daventry District Council provided a lengthy response which necessitated a Zoom meeting of the NP
group with our consultant, Michael Velleck of Kirkwells who then produced a final draft plan referencing all
responses received for next stage of process.
• “Final” Draft Plan will go forward to West Northants Council for further 6-week consultation before
“Agreed” Plan can go to Examination.
• Any final changes agreed following examination and final plan goes to referendum requiring a 50% plus 1
to pass.
We expect that process will not now be completed until Late Summer/Early Autumn 2021.
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FINANCES
Kirkwells have contract with PC for outlined Stages 1 to 4 of process.
Stages 1 and 2 of Kirkwells contract have been paid at total cost of £6900. Stage 3 is awaiting completion at cost of
£2100, with Stage 4 final cost of £350 (Parish Council to cover cost).
Total Grant received
£10,000
KIRKWELLS Consultants - Agreed contract £9350 – Grant
£ 9,000
Parish Council to pay for Stage 4
£350
Previous Parish Council expenditure
£ 1,043.47
Total agreed expenditure to date
£10,393.47
Expenses not covered by the grant will be covered by the Parish Council.
Item 10: Reports from Pitsford’s clubs and societies (if provided) – to receive and display
a. All Saints Parish Church (Pitsford PCC) (report from Rev Stephen Trott)
England was hit by a series of plagues during the Middle Ages, but none of them
resulted in the closure of our churches. Last year, 2020, was therefore a new
experience for us as for everyone else, with All Saints’ Church closed for several
months, unable to keep Lent, Holy Week and Easter, and unable to conduct baptisms
or weddings for most of the year. A church is more of a community than a building and being unable to meet
has been a considerable loss of fellowship and support for one another, in common with many other activities
enjoyed by people in every community during 2020.
We were permitted to reopen for worship for several months, on a strictly Covid-safe basis, which meant not
being able to meet afterwards, or to have refreshments, sitting socially distant and wearing masks, and unable
to sing. We have been keeping in touch and supporting one another via telephone calls, email, WhatsApp and
other kinds of messaging. Some services have been live streamed on the internet, and some have been
conducted by Zoom from the Rectory.
We reopened the Church for services on Easter Day, 4 April for regular worship every Sunday at 1100. Covid
restrictions will continue for now and are being gradually eased. There will be no limit on numbers attending a
funeral from 17 May, subject to social distancing. It is now possible for weddings and baptisms to take place,
subject to limits on numbers, and it is expected that these restrictions will end in June.
Our Sunday services during the Covid era have been significantly changed to a more informal style of worship,
which the congregation has been enjoying, and I expect that this will continue for the future. Everyone is
invited and welcome to join us on a Sunday morning. The church is here for everyone, and all are welcome.
For information about any aspect of church life please email pitsfordchurch@gmail.com.
Every blessing

b. Pitsford Women’s Institute (report from Sarah Thompson, WI Member)
Unfortunately, as many other groups in the village, we have been unable to hold any meetings since February
2020. We have been in touch with one another individually - COVID allowing, meeting each other on walks
etc and by phone. Not many members have zoom facilities, so meetings were postponed until restrictions are
lifted.
So, the good news is that we have started to plan the rest of the year, starting with local walks within the rule of
six. The first being a walk down to Spring Hill Farm, where Ruth Adams kindly took us on a tour of the farm and
Woodland Copse, which is due to be opened official on 15th May.
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We also arranged a visit to Coton Manor Gardens to see the bluebells, always a favourite with our
group. Three members have arranged either a coffee morning or an afternoon tea in their gardens where
more may meet as the restrictions are lifted. Anyone may join us, they are not just restricted to WI members
Hopefully by September we will be in a position to meet inside once again where we can have speakers and
social evenings. Watch the Village News for more details about us and where and when we meet. We always
welcome new members either to join us or just for a particular evening that interests them.
c. Mothers Union/Craft club (report from Ann Eldred)
We at the Pitsford ladies craft have been busy through the
lockdown by making masks, bags, hearts and bonding blankets for the hospital and various
other places. Also, we have knitted small coats for dogs and now we have been given squares to see up for
animal charities. Mothers Union have also been involved with the above as we have not been able to meet
together. We are hoping to organize a social get together one afternoon for MU and provisionally booked the
village hall for a meeting in July if it is possible to go ahead. Thank you, Ann Eldred,
d. Scouts (report from Georgina Mills, Group Scout Leader)
This past year has certainly been challenging for us all. It has had a detrimental effect on
the numbers participating in the Scout group and we lost about 25% of our members.
However, the numbers have increased considerably in the last few weeks.
We had to close on March 23rd, 2020, and we all found it difficult initially to keep in
touch with our members. Scout Headquarters gave us a free Zoom licence to enable us to get together,
however with home schooling and parents working from home this was easier said than done.
We eventually were able to meet face to face in October in small groups. This did not last long as
Northamptonshire was then put into tier 4 and our meetings had to stop in November.
The dedicated Leaders have worked very hard keeping touch via Zoom until we were allowed to resume in
small groups, mainly outside, on 1st April.
We are not allowed to go camping at present which everyone is missing but we are allowed to go on visits, we
have also missed our Scout Parades around the village. We cannot wait to be back to ‘normal’ again.

e. British Legion (report from John Hancock, Chairman Pitsford RBL)

As with many organisations our activities have been seriously curtailed during the last year.
We managed to have a reasonable Poppy Appeal despite not being able to do our house-tohouse collections both in the Village and in Holcot.
Remembrance Sunday was memorable despite our having to cancel our usual parade. Many gathered at the
War memorial where we had an outside service. We were fortunate at the church with the boundary wall
being so low that people were able to stand outside the church grounds and see and hear the proceedings.
We had to forego our annual Christmas party, but we were able to provide a Christmas Tree for the Flagpole
Green and to maintain that tradition.
We were able to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the Royal British Legion on 15th May by having a
dedication service for the Spring Hill Copse, kindly supplied, and planted by Ruth and Mark Adams. There was
a good turnout, and we had a short dedication service led by our Chaplain The Rev Stephen Trott. The bugler
played the last post, we then had a two-minute silence before reveille was played. Our standard was paraded
by our Standard Bearer, Tony Bridgeman.
Our plans for the rest of this year are as follows:
Poppy Appeal – 22nd October to 11th November.
Remembrance Sunday – Sunday 14th November.
Christmas Tree – Sunday 5th December.
Christmas Party – Saturday 18th December.
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Remembering Pitsford Resident INGA SUTTON 1946-2021
Born in 1946 at the Speedwell Nursing Home in East Park Parade Northampton Inga Sutton was the middle
sister of 3 loving siblings. She was the daughter of a local veterinary surgeon, Eric Sutton and his Orcadian wife
Barbara and moved to Boughton with the family in 1953. Inga had a lifelong love of animals especially dogs
and horses. A natural tomboy growing up in Butchers Lane she showed an adventurous spirit and was
renowned for her fearless tree climbing and local riding exploits on her pony Mickey.
Educated at Northampton High School’s Spring Hill, Orbiston School and Northampton Tech Inga went on to
the “Ox and Cow” secretarial college in Oxford before embarking on one of her many moves between London
and Edinburgh as a business PA. She eventually settled in Edinburgh and married Rowland Robinson. She had
two daughters, Juliet and Laura of whom she was immensely proud.
Inga attained her private pilot’s licence before she learnt to drive – something she took great delight in! Her
love of flying was a lifelong passion as was her love of art and the history of art and for travelling especially to
Greece and to Orkney – the latter for which she had a deep connection as it was her mother’s birthplace and the
destination for numerous family trips throughout her life.
Inga was also an insatiable reader and latterly when she moved to Farthings, Pitsford where she lived for 7 years
she became a member of its WI, Book Club and Wine Club all of which she thoroughly enjoyed and she could
be guaranteed to always bring something to the table!
Inga and Rhona her black and white lurcher with the ginger eyebrows were a familiar figure on their regular
walks around the village to which she grew very attached.
Inga latterly moved to Edinburgh to be closer to her daughters and her two young grandsons, Marlowe and Eli.
She passed away peacefully after a long battle with heart disease on the 19th of May 2021.
She will be forever remembered for her sense of loyalty, fun and wit by her family and rich array of friends.
Carol Dunstone and Judy Shephard
20th May 2021
Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting for Pitsford Parish Council Meeting
Monday 17th May 2021 commencing at 7pm. Meeting conducted using Zoom video conferencing
2021/007 Councillor Responsibilities : Council resolved to make the following appointments:
West Northants Councillors
n/a
Parochial Church Council
Cllr Keith Isaacs
Pitsford Sports Field Management Committee
Cllr Alastair Kimbell
Pitsford Scouts
n/a
Dog Warden
Cllr Jo Woolard
Parish and Town CCLs Meeting
Clerk or any councillor
Pitsford Village Institute – Parish Council Members Help and Support Cllrs Jo Woolard & Maureen Holliday
Neighbourhood Watch/PCSO/ Police Liaison Representative
Cllr Maureen Holliday
Internal Control Officer
Cllr Mary Podesta
Defibrillator Monitor
Cllr Jo Woolard
Media Coordinator
Clerk
2021/0013
Planning Applications
a)
Applications Received: Council resolved to respond to planning application as follows:
Application No. DA/2021/0286
Description:
Demolition of conservatory. Construction of single storey rear extension with terrace above Location:
1, Alexander Cottages, Pitsford Road, Chapel Brampton, NN6 8BE
(Case Officer Rob Burton, deadline for responses 10 May).
Application reviewed: comments submitted to WNC by Clerk under delegated powers. No objections.
Contact: The Clerk, 9 Lower Harlestone, Northamptonshire, NN7 4EW.
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b)
Decision notices received since date of last meeting & pending. Noted.
DA/2020/0271 Pitsford Recreation Ground, Non illuminated advertising board. APPROVED DA/2021/0159 Hill
View 42, Manor Road, Single storey front extension. PENDING 21/00005/WASFUL Boughton Quarry, new waste
processing building. PENDING
DA/2020/1163 Sedgebrook Cottage, Single storey side extension & outbuilding with office. APPROVED
DA/2020/1098 Land off Pitsford Road, Formation of agricultural track. APPROVED
PD/2020/0025 Pitsford Road, General purpose agricultural building. PENDING
DA/2021/0101 Land to rear of Wickets, High Street. Construction on new dwelling. PENDING
2021/0017
Fence at Millennium Spinney
Council resolved to approve expenditure to remove concrete posts and replace with estate fencing. Cllr MH will obtain
a quote, and clerk will authorise costs up to £500.
Useful Telephone Numbers
POLICE EMERGENCIES: 999 (crime happening)
Police Non-emergencies: 101
Daventry Rural Police Team: 101
West Northants Council: 01327 87 11 00
Parish Clerk: 01604 820635 or clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk
Pitsford Primary School: 01604 880866
Pitsford Village Website: www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk
The Rector (Rev. Stephen Trott): 01604 845655
Sportsfield and Pavilion Bookings: Tony 07979 802524
Village Hall Bookings: Wendy 01604 880797
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