PITSFORD NEWS

May 2020

From the Editorial Team…
This is the first of our quarterly newsletters – it’s not perhaps what we had in mind when
we first made the decision to move to a quarterly publication, but we hope you enjoy the
mix of articles and photos. We do regret the need to stop production and distribution of
paper copies for the time being, but safety must come first in these difficult times. We
shall be publishing paper copies again once social distancing rules and risk levels allow.
It’s strange how things change - not long ago we might have been offended if someone
crossed the street when they saw us – now we shout thank you and stop to talk to friends
and strangers alike from across the street! It is good to see that community spirit shines
through in so many different ways, and there is good news among the stress and anxiety.
There is new life all around us; lambs in the fields, flowers and blossom, birds nesting
and bees and butterflies everywhere. We also have at least one new baby in the village
which should give us all joy, and residents are helping and supporting each other in many
different ways.
Thanks to technology, dinner parties, choirs, book groups and other “meet ups” are still
happening, albeit virtually, neighbours are helping out with shopping and running errands
for those who can’t get out, rainbows in windows and Easter decorations on the high
street brighten our mood and children and young
adults are getting to spend time with their parents and
siblings and may grow much closer as a result.
Residents who can get out have still managed to
keep up the work on our green areas, while
carefully following social distancing rules and those of
you out for your daily exercise will have noticed the
flower planters and the Millennium Spinney looking
beautiful. Well done and thank you to all concerned.
A VERY special well thank you to anyone who is
working and providing essential services, including the
NHS, social care and shops and delivery services of
all types. We are grateful.
Let’s all carry on supporting each other, following
national guidance to help reduce the spread and
getting together as a village on Thursdays; clapping in
support of all carers and doing things that mean we
can feel proud of ourselves and our village when we
look back on this strange time. Take care and stay
safe.
Contact the Editorial Team at: pitsfordvillagenewsletter@gmail.com
Issues produced February, May, August and November.
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The Book Swap
The Book Swap remains open and with plenty of time for reading it may
offer a source of material for you or your children. Please do follow
current advice about preventing spread of the virus: adhere to social
distancing and follow hand hygiene advice if you touch any surface and if
you do take books remember it’s not yet clear how long the virus may
exist on paper/cardboard so please take care to “quarantine” any books
in line with latest guidance.

Scout News
I thought I would not have anything to tell you about this month,
but my wonderful Cub leaders came up with the idea of holding
a virtual camp via Zoom. It was lovely to see the smiling faces
of the Cubs who all enjoy talking to us. The theme was The
Jungle Book and the history of Baden Powell. The photos were
great fun from making dens in their bedroom to hammocks in
the garden. The Cubs made jungle masks, had hot chocolate
and cooked food at home.
I believe there may be other virtual camps to come because as yet we have no idea
when we can return to Scouting face-to-face. Our AGM will probably be our first virtual
AGM.
I also found some wonderful artwork whilst
walking in the quarry – well done who ever
created it.
Georgina
07836 555025
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All Saints’ Church
The Coronavirus lockdown takes some
getting used to - the last time the country
experienced closure of everything was
apparently in 1208 as a result of a quarrel
between the King and the Holy See! On
that occasion it lasted no less than six
years! I hope that the virus will soon be defeated and that we can start to pick up the
threads of our lives once more, even if
things may not look the same when we do.
It has been particularly disorienting for the
Churches and other faiths, with our
buildings closed and important life events
such as baptisms and weddings postponed
indefinitely. Funerals are still taking place,
with small numbers present, at the
graveside, and in crematoria.

police on 101, or if there is a robbery taking
place, phone 999.
All church administrative business is also
on hold for the time being – no meetings of
the Parochial Church Council, or Annual
Meeting or elections. So far as we can we
are continuing to worship at home, but it’s
not the same without each other. Everyone
with an email address who has requested
the Sunday Bulletin is being sent not only
the Sunday readings, but links to hymns
and words on YouTube, along with other
resources available online, such as the
Bible provided by the publishers of the
English Standard Version. It’s free for
everyone to use, both to read and to listen
to the text being read. It’s really very good
indeed
and
can
be
found
at:
https://live.bible.is/bible/EN1ESV/GEN/1

Otherwise we cannot meet as a
congregation or a group, no matter how
small or socially-distanced. It is particularly
difficult for us, as the very heart of our life
as a church and as a community is to be
found in our meeting together, Sunday by
Sunday and at other times, to sing together,
pray together, study the scriptures together,
and to gather at the altar for Holy
Communion, together with the church
throughout the ages.

For All Saints’ Church it means that we are,
like everyone else, mostly confined to our
homes, apart from the very minimal
activities which we are permitted to carry
out. Our last service in church was on 15
March, and the next might not be until
September. The interior is still decorated for
Lent, in dark purple, when everything
should be gold and white for Eastertide.

In fact it is astonishing just how much good
material is available online, for those
fortunate enough to be able to do so. Many
much larger churches have invested heavily
over the years in modern technology, and
have Wi-Fi and camera systems installed,
enabling them literally to broadcast their
services live for the benefit of those who
It is being regularly checked and kept safe, can not be physically present in church.
but locked. If anyone should see any
unusual activity taking place there Cont.
churches are still being targeted by thieves
during the lockdown - please report it to the
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classified by the government as “religious
staff” and therefore one of the occupations
which can continue its business, subject to
the limitations of social distancing, etc. So I
am able to travel in moderation, and to be
effectively a Responder in order to help
anyone who needs practical help with
things like collecting medicines or groceries,
One lesson to learn from the current as well as very limited church services
situation is that we need as a community where necessary.
and as a society, to do all we can to ensure
that as many people as possible are As Rector (like the priest who was here in
equipped with a computer or a tablet or a 1208 AD!) I am here for everyone in the
smartphone, to enable them to keep in parish, not just church members. Please do
touch. Everyone has a telephone these call me at any time on 01604 845655. If you
days, but a third of our church electoral roll would like to receive the Sunday mailing
members don’t have an email address, and please let me know by writing to:
that same proportion will be true for many in pitsfordchurch@gmail.com. If you would like
the wider community. It is a real joy to be help in learning how to use the internet, or a
able to make a call in which we can see computer or a smartphone, please let me
each other on the phone itself – something know. There are many people here who can
not even the makers of Star Trek imagined help with this. The Christian community of
All Saints’ Church is continuing to play its
fifty years ago!
part in supporting the whole community,
I am also learning how to use the and perhaps even more urgently, is praying
broadcasting technology, and hope to be for everyone, and for an end to the dreadful
able to start streaming simple services on scourge which this new disease is inflicting
Sundays and at other times. Watch this upon us all.
space! We are doing our best to keep in
touch with one another by every means Our thoughts and prayers are especially
possible – email, conferencing software, with those who are ill, those who are dying,
FaceTime, phone calls and even the post and for those experiencing the pain and
where necessary. Fortunately it is not grief of bereavement. You are all in my
necessary to sing unaccompanied on such prayers day by day and Sunday by
occasions, but we have been enjoying Sunday – please email me at any time to let
some of the amazing music and other me know of anyone to be remembered by
resources available on YouTube and name in prayer.
elsewhere. Indeed the whole country is
Every blessing,
doing very well in supporting one another,
despite the inconvenience and the
frustration of being cooped up indoors
during one of the loveliest spring seasons I
can remember.
During the CV19 lockdown, some of the
clergy are also doing so with rather less
ambitious equipment, and streaming or
recording services from their homes. The
Catholic Church is streaming services live
from many of its churches with just the
clergy present.

People are helping their neighbours with
shopping, prescriptions, all sorts of practical
and generous support. So much so that the
Responders system which was set up with
700,000 volunteers has hardly been used –
I have yet to receive a call, like the vast
majority who signed up. The clergy are 4

Rev. Stephen Trott, Rector of Pitsford
revstephentrott@gmail.com

The NHS Applause for our Carers
Sound The Drums!
Join in, every Thursday at 8 pm
In what has become a weekly tradition, the nation comes together each Thursday as
part of the ‘Clap For Our Carers’ campaign, to publicly recognise the efforts of the NHS
workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic every day and Pitsford is joining in!
The last few weeks have seen hundreds of thousands of people join in across the UK,
showing their appreciation for health staff at this unprecedented time. It has already provided a much-needed morale boost to the nation, with communities using it as a way to
unite at a time of social distancing measures, and show support for the estimated 1.3
million Britons who work for the NHS.
Our own Boyd Gilmour has added a new dimension
through the Pitsford NHS Salsa Band making more
noise to show appreciation for our wonderful NHS and
Key workers. Boyd has worked with the major London
Symphony Orchestras and Regional Orchestra, Royal
Opera House Covent Garden and the BBC Concert
Orchestra. In the first few weeks he drummed a version
of Bolero, Santana and last week the NHS Retreat.
Each week the on-line following has grown and everyone is encouraged to thank all key workers, including
the bin men.
As the bins will be out for collection on Friday everyone
is encouraged to play their own percussion instrument,
including the ‘base drum’ – the side of the bins - and
sing along to an NHS rhyme version of a well-known
once popular song My Old Man’s a Dustman.
We are the NHS Drum Corps
We simply never rest
We all come out on Thursdays
To say they are the best

And what about the bin men?
They clear up all our dust
So here’s our little Tribute
For you guys its a must!

Join in and play your part in saying thank you to all of these key people, clap, cheer,
bang a saucepan or whatever else is handy.

Come on Pitsford
make a noise to let our key workers know
we appreciate them!
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Calling all Sewers and Knitters – your country needs you!
Making headbands for front line NHS staff
Front line NHS staff have to wear masks all
day every day. Could you make or adapt a
headband with buttons on that could make
life just that little bit more comfortable for a
nurse, doctor or other member of the amazing teams that make up your NHS? The
buttons are for the masks to hook over to
save the constant rubbing on the person’s ears. You just need an elasticated headband
and sew on two large buttons so that they are “ear distance“ apart.
Laundry bags for uniforms
Staff also need laundry bags for uniforms to be taken home safely for
washing. If you have any cotton pillowcases that you don’t need, or
fabric that you could use to make the bags please help. If you have
pillow cases and or fabric/ ribbon and don’t sew yourself then please
let Jayne know, likewise if you can sew and don’t have the fabric / ribbon then contact Jayne and we can get the fabric and the sewing
people together!! Please wash the bags at 60 degrees and put them
in a sealed bag.
Materials needed
• Pillowcase or a fabric bag of the same size
• 2.5cm ribbon
• 1.5cm ribbon
• Needle and matching sewing thread
• Scissors
Instructions
1. Take a pillowcase and cut a length of 2.5cm wide ribbon twice its width plus 2cm.
2. Fold over 1cm at each raw end of ribbon and press.
3. Starting at one side edge of the pillowcase,
position ribbon 4cm down from the open top edge and
tack ribbon all the way round.
4. Stitch in place along both edges of ribbon to form a
channel.
5. Cut a length of 1.5cm wide ribbon and use a safety
pin attached to one end to thread ribbon through
channel at side opening.
6. Overlap ribbon ends by 1cm and stitch together.
7. Feed ends back through channel so the join is no
longer visible.
8. Draw the ribbon to close bag and you’re done!
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Knitting Hearts for the NHS
Many of you may have heard about the Hearts for NHS initiative. Jayne Morgan has
been in touch with the Charities Office at NGH and they have sent us this message:
We would be very grateful if you could make some hearts for families
that have a loved one in hospital. The requirements for the hearts are:
0
• They must be washed at 60 C prior to being sent
• Maximum 2 inches in size (we have little bags for them to go in)
The hearts need to be in matched pairs, so the patient has 1 and the
family member has the other.
Jayne says she was ‘horrified’ at washing wool at 600C, but whilst some of the softness
goes from the wool, the hearts do stand up to such a high temperature.
If you need a pattern or more information about any of these projects, please contact
Jayne Morgan on 07885 412 726

Pitsford Village Hall Fundraising
Unfortunately, the Full English Breakfast is still on hold until further notice and until
Government restrictions are lifted. We will continue just as soon as we are given the
green light again. We will announce this on the Spotted Pitsford Facebook site and we
will also place an update in the Village Hall Notice box if things should change.
Our Autumn Jumble Sale will hopefully take place on Saturday 19th September, again this is subject to Government legislation. By then, we are hoping that everything is
“back to normal”. Please telephone Wendy on 07903
511572
or
Sandra
on
880630
for
any
updates on this – it will be announced on the Spotted
Pitsford Facebook site.

In the meantime, just a quick update on what has been
going on in the Village Hall. Obviously there has been a
close down on all activities so we took the opportunity to
get the electricity sorted. We were advised by EON when
they put in the smart meter that we needed a new circuit board – the other was just a
jumble of wires which had just built up over the years. Local electrician Chris McClelland
has been in and installed a new circuit board and updated this for us – thank you Chris.
We are also awaiting a rear upstairs window to be replaced which again, hopefully will be
completed whilst the Village Hall is not in use.
Village Hall Fundraising Easter Raffle
The winners of the Village Hall Fundraising Raffle were
Richard Melay (our Postman), Eric Daverson, Bev Flanagan and Annie Curtis
Thanks to everyone who bought tickets.
Sandra Warner and Wendy Biggs
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Turn Your Window Red, White and Blue for VE Day 75: 8th May
VE Day this year is going to be different for us all, many plans that were made have had
to be cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
While our situation isn’t quite as bad as what the WWII generation went through, there
are many similarities. Some families are separated, some families have lost loved ones,
some families are suffering financially. All similar to the affect that WWII had on our
Country – The United Kingdom.
Our National Flag is a symbol of unity being a combination of the Flags of:
St George (England)

St Andrew (Scotland)

St Patrick (Ireland)

As it did during WWII, the Country has seen a similar spirit that kept everyone going
during the war. We are all in this together.
On VE Day, Friday 8th May 2020 it is the 75th Anniversary of the formal acceptance by the
Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of its armed forces.
Many soldiers began returning home shortly after, many more didn’t return until much
later and many more did not return at all. Millions of lives were changed forever.
In a show of Unity, Remembrance, Respect, Commemoration and Celebration the South
East Midlands British Legion are asking you to turn your window Red, White and Blue on
Friday 8th May 2020. Take a picture of your window and send it to:
sturton@britishlegion.org.uk (Beds and Herts) ktobin@britishlegion.org.uk (Oxon and
Northants) or jstrange@britishlegion.org.uk (Berks and Bucks) and each photograph will
be posted to the South East Midlands Royal British Legion Facebook page. Let’s turn
Facebook red, white and blue and show that we appreciate and support those who went
and never came back and those who went but came back to a different world as different
people.
On the email with this issue of Pitsford News, please find attached a file with some blank
Union Jack bunting shapes: colour them in with felt pens or pencils, paint them or use
any craft items that you may have. Get the whole family to join in and make it a crafting
day for your children. Further on you will find information for children about WWII and
other activities you can get them to do as well as a WWII recipe that really is simple. We
hope that you enjoy what we have put together for you and your families.
As it was in WWII – We are all in this together – Stay Safe and Keep Smiling
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John Hancock

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The Foodbank service provides individuals and families in crisis with basic food and
other essential items for a short time. With the current levels of demand, the Foodbank is
experiencing shortages and one of our residents, Julia Farebrother is volunteering as
part of a Food Collection Team and will be collecting food donations on a weekly basis
for the Foodbank. If you would like to donate, then please check the following list of items
most needed but other items are welcome.
www.daylightcf.org/foodbank/foodbank-donations/ also listed below but these may
change so worth checking each week. Please drop off any food donations (of course
following Government guidance on social distancing and hand hygiene ) into the Food
Collection Points at:
15 Broadlands Pitsford (box by the garage door)
or 61 High Street Pitsford (box behind the small brown gate)
There will be a box for you to put your donations in. If you have something you would like
to donate but are unable to get it to us and are happy for us to collect from you (following
social distancing guidelines) please contact 0787 614 1328.
FOOD ITEMS
Breakfast cereal
Sugar
Milk (UHT or powdered) 1 litre
Fruit Juice (UHT-not grapefruit)
Tinned meals – vegetarian
Coffee – instant
Fruit squash- any flavour
Tinned fish
Tinned soup
Tinned potatoes
Jam or Marmalade
Tinned puddings
Tinned Fruit
Tinned Custard
Packet instant mash potatoes
Packet meals
Pasta sauce – tin or jar
Mug Shots
Cup-a-soup
Marmite
Instant Dessert
Jelly
Microwave rice
Pasta-n-sauce

BABY & TODDLER
Baby nappies (sizes 5 & 6)

PET FOOD
Dog food - dry
Dog food - wet
Cat food - dry
Cat food – wet

TOILETRIES
Toilet rolls
Shower gel
Shaving cream
Deodorant

MISCELLANEOUS
Washing up liquid
Washing powder
Tin openers
Strong carrier bags

Just providing one of these items a week can help a family enormously. Add something
to your shopping list or donate something from your store cupboard. This initiative is just
for as long as we are in lockdown and the usual donations are in such short supply. This
is affecting all of us but by pulling together we can all make a difference.

THANK YOU!
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A letter (not from America)
Dunroamin’
Pitsford
Northamptonshire
Dear Fellow Inmates,
We hope you’re keeping well and keeping well entertained while self-isolating.
Remember there’s always Netflix, Amazon Prime, BritBox-other streaming services are
available, T&Cs apply! In the event that this is insufficiently entertaining, we thought
we’d divert you with a right rivetin’ read.
In these challenging times when getting a supermarket delivery slot is a bit like winning
the National Lottery, and the delivery vans you do see are provided with someone riding
shotgun, have you thought of digging up your lawn to do some veg planting? Dig for
Boris, or Keep Calm and Keep Planting, could be our new slogan. Get out your knotted
hankies and go for it- it’ll keep you fitter than a Joe Wicks (who?) workout and you get
the additional benefit of Vitamin-D and a cash crop. During the ‘containment’ so far, our
leeks are at least 5cm and cabbages 2mm tall; we’ll be cropping by 2022 at this rate,
marvellous! Meanwhile, back on the ranch, there’s an emerging supply of nettle tips
which made a lovely furry addition to our vegetable soup.
We have to admit to being a bit on the nerdy side of nature watching. It’s been great to
see the changes that have occurred in the village since Mother’s Day. We’ve gone from
the last of the snowdrops and croci through daffodils and tulips and as we write the
bluebells and whitebells are appearing and trees leafing. Additionally, birds are
resplendent in their mating colours and it’s been amazing to watch the buzzards nest
building nearby while being ‘buzzed’ by the crows and jackdaws. Other visitors to the
garden have been a male and female pheasant. They now come up to the back door
for food, which is what they may become themselves if lockdown continues and Tesco
don’t come up with a delivery slot…. So, if you catch one of us peering out of the
window with binoculars please don’t think the worst and jump to the wrong conclusion!
While you may be in lockdown trying to home educate while home-working, doing a
Zoom conference while feeding the children, our scattered family is, sadly, far from us.
In fact, their various locations read like the side of Del-Boy Trotter’s 3-wheeler; Paris,
London, Toxteth. However, the positive advantages to social media are that you can
both hear and see your loved ones and keep them amused with all those YouTube
videos that the good people of Pitsford have been circulating.
Well, that’s all for now from us. You’ll be hoping that Covid-19 doesn’t continue or you
may have to read further ramblings from us in the next edition.
Keep safe and keep smiling.

Meg and Austin Gibbons
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Recipe of the Lockdown: Nettle Soup (no really, it’s not that bad).
Make a vegetable stock from boiled up veg peelings and stalks etc (excluding tea bags)alternatively kop-out and use a veg stock cube.
Strain and reserve the liquid.
Add 20-30 pre-washed nettle tips (as young as possible).
Simmer for 10 minutes and liquidize.
Add seasoning to taste.
Additionally finely chopped vegetables and/or tinned

Royal British Legion
It is still difficult to make firm plans for the next few months. The golf
day will not be taking place, but it is still possible that the Garden
Party on July 26th and the VE/VJ Day commemoration on 15th
August may still go ahead; we can do nothing but wait and see. It
might be that the next event will be Remembrance Sunday
November 8th.
In the meantime, you might like to open the attachment sent with
this email: ‘SE Midlands VE Day Crafting Activity and History Pack’.
This has been created by the RBL Regional Office in Aylesbury and
is intended for families to enjoy together. It explains all about VE Day and gives some
activities which children and parents might enjoy.
Finally, if any local service veterans or their dependants are in need of Royal British
Legion help please contact our helpline 0808 802 8080. If you have difficulty doing this,
please contact John Hancock on 880407.
John Hancock

Butterflywatch
Since the lockdown began in March, spring has really sprung especially
emerging butterflies. In the weeks following Mother’s Day we have seen in
sequence:
Brimstone, Peacock, Tortoiseshell, Comma, Small white,
Orange Tip and Holly Blue.
Also the Large White, which will be after your brassicas. (Oo-er Matron)
Let us know if you see anything else or anything unusual.
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Rainbows for Hope
Most of you will be aware of the Rainbows for hope that are appearing everywhere.
Rainbows are used as a symbol of peace and hope as they often appear when the sun
follows a heavy rainfall. They remind us that there is hope and light to follow even after
dark times.
Many of the rainbows in our village have been drawn by
children and provide a bright addition to the day,
appearing on doors, windows and gates. Creating the
pictures also serves a practical function, as well as
cheering us all up, it has given children a chance to be
creative while being home-schooled by their parents.
Some parents have introduced a game of spotting the
rainbows while out on walks, sparking the Twitter
hashtag #ChaseTheRainbow.
The current trend seems to have started in Italy but has
also been adopted by the US, Canada and Spain,
where people have adorned their windows and
balconies with colourful pictures of rainbows. In addition to the many rainbows in and
outside houses Pitsford Village now has two large Rainbows at the entrances to our
Village. They are intended to bring hope to everyone who sees them, that this too shall
pass….

Pitsford Graveyard Extension Update
A lot of work has been going into the application for change of use of the land that has
been offered. Thank you to everyone who has pledged donations towards the cost of the
investigations and planning application, more donations would be very welcome, no
matter how small, as it is such an important project to the village.
The Parish Council also gave a grant of £1,000 towards the Heritage and Planning
Statement and the Planning Application. I now have the Archaeological report for final
checking and then this needs to be accepted by the NCC Heritage Environment Records
office. I am still in discussion with DDC Planning Department; their list of requirements is
onerous but they are being helpful.
I will be giving the volunteers copies of the
photographs taken during the works and all of
the documentation will be available on the
village web site at a later date.
The pressure is not yet off and I would like to
ask for further help from members of the
community. There is a lot of history in the
current cemetery and there is a ‘grave’ shortage
of burial sites in the country. I need letters from
you describing the importance to you/your
family/the community of this graveyard
extension. Please send your letters to me at
maureeneholliday@runbox.com or call me and I will collect, 01604 880395, and I can
include them with the planning application.
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WI
This a time for reflection about many things in our lives
including how we look after each other within the
village and also within our own small group.
Unfortunately all our meetings have been suspended
until we are able to meet in a group again but I would
be pleased to hear from anyone who would like to pass
on greetings and/or messages to other members and I
am and happy to pass on these to others (with permission of course).
Sandie will be in touch with details of the next meeting we are able to attend, almost
definitely not May, as many will still be isolating, possibly June but failing that it is hoped
our July meeting in the courtyard will be able to go ahead as planned, but of course it is
far too early to say with certainty.
Please watch for emails with updated information and I hope you are all well and
managing to keep occupied if self-isolating.
Best Wishes
Sarah Thompson
Wellbeing in the Community
If you need any help, please contact the co-ordinators:
Wendy Biggs 07903 511572 or Maureen Holliday 078844 90997
Everything is going very well with a great number of volunteers coming forward offering
to help the vulnerable people in our community. Many more than were needed, with
some a little disappointed that they have no-one to give some attention to. Many
residents have family looking after them, but they are also happy to see and hear from
neighbours locally as they miss their family and friends. Some relatives have phoned in
asking for help in monitoring their family member as they do not want them to leave
isolation.
In each area of the village people have adopted someone nearby. There have been calls
for help with shopping generally and from people who have returned from abroad and
have to isolate, prescription and medicine collection, assistance with on-line ordering
etc., Amongst many other expressions of gratitude David says; ‘I am extremely grateful,
people have been so generous with their help and their time’. If you are going shopping it
is always worth calling someone you know to ask if they need anything.
People report that it has been interesting to see so many residents out walking,
acknowledging each other across the street and getting to know each other. The
comment ‘I have not seen them/him/her for years’ has been heard more than once.
Unfortunately, the current situation seems to have also brought about an increase in
scamming. Please warn your family and neighbours against giving out personal details or
accepting help from people they do not know.
Wendy and Maureen
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Please help keep us on track!

Northampton and Lamport Railway
Families of all ages, love to visit us to experience the sights and smells of
yesteryear, however due to the current situation, the running of our historic
railway is temporarily suspended. The sudden loss of income posses a huge
threat to our future as essential maintenance is needed.

Please purchase a Gift Card to give the line vital income
through this challenging period
The Gift Cards will be valid for 2 years and can be used towards tickets for any future NLR event,
once the Railway is able to re-open.
People can also donate in the normal way, either on line via the Railway’s secure Golden Giving
fundraising page or by sending cheques payable to ‘Northampton Steam Railway Ltd’ to Pitsford
and Brampton Station, Pitsford Road, Chapel Brampton, NN6 8BA.
For more information, please visit the Railway’s website at www.nlr.org.uk or find us on
Facebook: @NLRailway

We know times are tough and uncertain for many right now. However, whatever you can afford,
any donation will make a REAL difference towards ensuring that we can continue into the future.
Please DO help us.
Adam Giles, NLR General Manager
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Pitsford Parish Council

Minutes and Agendas are published on the website:
https://www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk/parish-council.html and the village notice board. If
you have any issue that you wish to raise please contact: Parish Clerk, Maureen Holliday
on 078844 90997 or clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk
Our next meeting is scheduled for 18th May but this may be postponed under the current
circumstances as the Parish Council cannot currently hold public meetings. Legally we
can hold Virtual Meetings until May 2021.
Planning Applications: Awaiting Response
DA/2020/0201 Yew Tree Cottage 38a Manor Rd. Works to tree subject of Tree
Preservation Order DA 337 T1 Pine. Response: Defer to the Landscape Officer
DA/2020/0036 65, High Street, Pitsford. Single storey rear extension and front porch.
Amended plans. The materials have been changed to be more in keeping with
surrounding properties. The depth of the extension had been marginally reduced. The
height of the extension was unchanged. Response: The Parish Council considers that
the extension is too high and therefore objects to the application on the basis of loss of
daylight, overshadowing and density of the extension. The Council suggests that the
Case Officer should visit number 63 to appreciate the loss of light.
DA/2019/0773 Renovation of The Old Bakehouse and Virginia Cottage including new
glazed link to Virginia Cottage and demolition of small outbuildings. Conversion of large
barn to residential unit with demolition of small outbuilding. High Street, Pitsford, NN6
9AQ
DA/2019/0774 Listed Building Consent for renovation of The Old Bakehouse and
Virginia Cottage Response: No Observations
Decided
DA/2020/0207 Cherry Tree Cottage, Manor Road, Works to trees in a conservation area.
Approved 16 April.
DA/2019/1089 The Old House 39, Manor Road Demolition of existing garage/extension.
Approved 6 April
DA/2020/0027 27, High Street, Pitsford. Listed Building Consent for installation of radon
mitigation fan and associated pipework Approved 16 March
DA/2020/0014 Old Anglian Water Services Office Building, Grange Lane, Pitsford.
Remove Approved 8 April
Maureen Holliday
Parish Clerk
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PITSFORD SPORTSFIELD - IN LOCKDOWN

All had seemed quiet on the Sportsfield scene
No football no activities have there been
Until a call one morning barely out of my bed
There are horses on the field a lady’s voice said
Did they not read the notice the play area is closed
No sign when I got there
Of stallion or mare
Should have stayed at home and quietly dozed
A few days later there came a text
It had me wondering what might be next
From Brampton Lane a white car had shot
An essential journey certainly not
Parts of car and stone across the grass
The end of that car had come to pass
All is quiet again now may it stay that way
There for your exercise every day

Useful Telephone Numbers
POLICE EMERGENCIES: 999
Police Non-emergencies: 101
Daventry Rural Police Team: 101
Daventry District Council: 01327 87 11 00
Parish Clerk: 01604 880395 or clerk@pitsfordparishcouncil.org.uk
Pitsford Primary School: 01604 880866
Pitsford Parish Council: 01604 880395
Pitsford Village Website: www.pitsfordvillage.co.uk
The Rector (Rev. Stephen Trott): 01604 845655
Sportsfield and Pavilion Bookings: Tony 07979 802524
Village Hall Bookings: Wendy 01604 880797

pitsfordvillagenewsletter@gmail.com
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